Notes for the Parish Council meeting Monday 11th May 2015.
Minute reference from last PC meeting.
4/6. I have not arranged cleaning of watercourses until the frogs have departed.
4/9.I have asked Fowlmere joinery for a quote to supply and fix black felt covered soft board
in place of the current foam. Am still awaiting quote.
5/e See note 4/6
6/e Am in progress of obtaining alternative estimates for the work.
IWM
The IWM are proposing to take out temporary road closure notices, along with their traffic
plan, for Heathfield and Pepperslade.
This should deter cars parking in the affected areas.
We have received an email from Tim Strofton of the IWM regarding the proposed road
closures which I have circulated to other councillors and the clerk.
A505
The quality of the white lines along the centre of the road, after leaving the Herts boundary at
Royston to the new section at the Pet Crematorium, is not very good. In some areas,
particularly near to the chicken farm and near the turning for Fowlmere, the lines are almost
non-existent. The double lines and hatched areas by the lay-by are very bad. See pictures. The
central ‘cats eyes’ do not seem to work at all, do they need replacement or maintenance?
A lot of parishioners have expressed safety concerns when they turn right from the A505 into
Gravel Pit Hill. This is particularly hazardous at night time. When approaching this junction
from the IWM direction you often have Lorries right up behind you when slowing down to
enter the refuge in the centre of the road. This can be quit scary as the lorry drivers are not
aware of the impending right turn. Can the signage indicating the right hand turn be
improved? Maybe a sign along the lines of ‘HIDDEN RIGHT TURN AHEAD’.
The width of the central reservation / right turn refuge seems to have shrunk since this area
was resurfaced a while ago. It is narrower than the area outside of the entrance to Pepperslade
and the IWM. Is there any reason why the speed limit cannot be reduced from 50 to 40 mph
here?

Daffodil Weekend
I walked around the village with Paul Earnshaw and Morag Clifford recently.
Paul would like to reinvigorate the village daffodil stock which has waned over the last few
years. There are several major areas identified for re-planting;
1. The village green. Daffodil weekend have commissioned an exclusive daffodil for the
village, Thriplow Gold. The idea is to remove a large area of grass/topsoil around and in front
of the village sign and the war memorial and to mass plant the new bulbs there. The area
would then be covered in new imported top soil and reseeded with grass.
The new bulbs will not be available until next year so this part of the project would not
happen until autumn 2016. As the PC ‘own’ the green permission will need to be given by the

PC. It is hoped that this can be completed for the 50th Anniversary of Daffodil Weekend in
three years’ time.
2. Traffic island, top of Gravel Pit Hill / Church Street. The proposal is to strip off the top
soil, plant new bulbs, import new top soil and to reseed with new grass seed incorporating a
wild flower mix in an effort to be more bees friendly. There has been an occurrence recently
of a lorry cutting across the island and forming deep ruts. The request is for the PC to install
square posts, like the ones on the village green by the entrance to Foremans Road.
3. Traffic island, Brook Road / Church Street. The proposal is the same as item 2.
4. Traffic island, outside village shop /village hall. The proposal is the same as item 2.
5. Corner of Lodge Road and Fowlmere Road. The proposal is the same as item 2.
(perhaps no posts)
6 Various road verges in the village. The proposal is to expand the existing planting by the
addition of spot planting among the existing flowers.
The daffodil weekend committee will be seeking funds from the weekend trust to contribute
to the cost of the works. They would also be seeking funding from the Parish Council
towards aspects of the project.
DJP 5/5/2015
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