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Reports to Thriplow Parish Council - January 2014
County report
City Deal
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In the document accompanying the Autumn Statement on 5 December, Government announced its
agreement in principle to the Greater Cambridge proposal for a City Deal. Further details of the Deal will be
available at the time of the Government’s budget, which is expected in March. The deal will allow a lot
more money to be used on transport improvements in Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire. The thing to
watch is whether the government try to increase pressure for more houses to be built in and around
Cambridge as a quid pro quo.
County Council governance
The county will move from a Cabinet system to a Committee system during this year.
Gritting
The county council has emailed out the routes for this winter. The road out to Newton is a lower priority
route so would only be gritted if there is five days of sub zero temperatures. The routes to Fowlmere and to
the A505 are priority routes and would be gritted when temperature drops below zero are forecast
Cycleways and traffic issues
Work on the cycleway from Whittlesford to Granta Park will start later in the spring, while the route from
Wandlebury to Babraham starts this month. I am trying to get the project officers to see if improvements for
cyclists to the routes across the McDonalds roundabout can be included in the works. The project manager,
Stuart Rushby, is suggesting a meeting about this and any other ideas parish councils may have - subject to
affordability.
The county will consider bids from parish councils for local traffic improvement initiatives later this month.
I will be on the panel. I have been working with a number of parish councils on 20 mph zones and have
learnt a good deal about the county and the police approach to the implementation of these schemes.

District report
1. Planning
I have had a number of meetings with district planning officers re the solar farm application. I attended the
public meetings held by the parish council and the site visit by the planning committee. The application was
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withdrawn the day before the committee hearing. I suspect the applicants knew it would be voted out. I
believe a more modest application will be put forward.
District Council plan - on 11 Feb the planning portfolio holder will be looking at responses to the draft plan
and considering any recommendations from officers. She will then recommend to full council any changes to
the plan, and full council will consider the plan on 13 March - both of these will be public meetings. I will
attend both.

