Report to Thriplow Parish Council

9th July 2012

Broadband
The County has now received nearly 9,000 registrations from people who would like
superfast broadband in their villages. Heathfield has the worst speeds in the Duxford
Division and I have been concentrating efforts there. I have had a letter distributed and have
knocked on every door. I have signed up about 60 people in Heathfield, quite a few of
whom said that they had every intention of registering at some time.
It would be very helpful if the parish council could continue to publicise the Connecting
Cambridgeshire website, where people and businesses can register. It is:
http://www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk
I have a few posters for the parish notice boards and a stock of cards, which you may be able
to place in the village shop.
Minor Highway Improvements
We have now completed this year’s task of allocating the £50,000 which the County has
offered to build minor highway improvements in South Cambridgeshire. Most of the
improvements involve speed limit reductions and better signage.
Next year’s process should be better handled and is expected to start in September. We have
given up the mechanistic process of scoring criteria because it was weighted heavily in
favour of main roads and safety. That meant that desirable improvements on less used roads
never stood a chance. Our discussions were nevertheless thorough and the decision process
can be robustly defended.
There is no limit to the amount a parish council can contribute to a Minor Highway
Improvement proposal and you might like to start thinking already about anything you
would like to have part funded by the County. The exact criteria in terms of amounts
available per scheme and obligatory percentage contribution from parishes have yet to be
decided.
Website cookies
New rules have been introduced about website cookies. I have sent an e-mail about this to
your Clerk.
Timebanking
Cambridgeshire is pioneering a concept called timebanking. The idea is very simple: People
give time and talents to others in exchange for receiving time and talents from other
members of the community. It helps avoid isolation, builds up community spirit and is good
for everyone.
The key to the whole thing is to find someone in the village who is able to coordinate the
programme and record hours given and received. There are also issues of CRB checks,
health and safety, and all the usual modern rules and regulations. If Fowlmere is interested
the contact point at the County is wendy.lansdowne@cambridgeshire.gov.uk. She has been

involved in setting up timebanks across the county. You can find more details at
www.timebanking.org
Personal Interests
The Coalition has simplified declarations of interest and I see from Item 6 on the agenda that
you are to discuss the new declaration today. Some parish councils are apparently having
difficulty with this, though councillors with nothing to hide should have any fear of nondeclaration being potentially a criminal offence. The distinction between prejudicial and
personal interest is now gone, which makes things much easier to understand and allows
councillors to promote things they believe in.
Bus changes
The next meeting of the local transport group is scheduled for Thursday 12th July at the
Wellcome Institute. Much disquiet in Heathfield about the new two-hour service on the
stopgap 7a, which was brought in on 10th June. Initial figures show that ridership has fallen
away dramatically as compared with the Citi 7. They are picking up quite rapidly, so it could
be that people were put off mainly by not knowing what was on offer.
More research is going on about the reasons for people using the bus. We spent a day at the
Sawston Medical Centre, which clearly demonstrated that the vast majority of people don’t
use the bus to get there from anywhere but Sawston. Similar results are reported from
medical centres elsewhere in Cambridgeshire. Some people consider that a service to
Trumpington Park & Ride might be useful but there is no way to verify that without putting
on a bus and the County is reluctant to spend the money.
Neighbourhood Panel
The Neighbourhood Panel met on 2nd July in Sawston. As far as Thriplow is concerned
several incidents were reported for Heathfield in the previous three months: two offences of
criminal damage, one in Kingsway and one in Woburn Place. In May there was a spate of
anti-social behaviour in Heathfield and the police have given words of advice to a number of
youths and the father of one of them. The police have had no further reports of nuisance but
some residents of the Hurdles Way area tell me they feel intimidated by a number of youths
congregating – apparently peacefully – around the bus shelter. Fingers are pointed at the
older section of Heathfield but I have no way of verifying that.
The next Neighbourhood Panel is scheduled for Monday 1st October at Sawston Village
College.
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