Thriplow and Heathfield Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit
Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2024

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S| 2015/234)

Notes
1. The audit of accounts for Thriplow and Heathfield Parish Council for This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3
the year ended 31 March 2024 has been completed and the accounts g' '23 gﬁ;‘m"tl:flmgﬁﬂw
have been publlshed i:clude gublicatinn on the

smaller authority's website.
The smaller authority must
decide how long to publish the
Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor's
certificate and opinion is available for inspection by any local
government elector of the area of Thriplow and Heathfield Parish
Council on application to:

(a) _&_l.!éfﬂ\\ (A8 L) C”ol) {a) Insert the name, position and

i ne address of the person to whom

100 WUNGSwAY, HEATHTIELD, DuxFord, CAMBRIOEESHL sisipom et
Cm_QLM apply to inspect the AGAR

(b) W’M Mﬂﬂﬂh‘l T ﬁ‘ nNAY UH’H (b) Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be

exercised
3.  Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on (c) Insert a reasonable sum for
payment of £6,46(c) for each copy of the Annual Governance & copying costs

Accountability Return.
Announcement made by: (d) ”MMM_QS‘&) (d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

Date of announcement: (e) ol llO !7_[:_ (e) Insert the date of placing of the
notice

' www.pkf-l.com




Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of:
THRIPLOW AND HEATHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for

the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial I | prepared its accounting statements in accordance
management during the year, and for the preparation of with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.
the accounting statements,

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility

including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud for safeguarding the public money and resources in

\

and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness, its charge.
3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves i has only done what it has the Iegal power to do and has
that there are no matters of actual or potential complied with Praper Praclices in doing so.

Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for during the year gave all persons interesled r_ha opportunity ta
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordanee with the inspect and ask guestions about this authonty's accounts
requirements of the Accounts and Audil Regulations.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this i
authority and ook appropriate steps to manage those i
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

nen-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper /

considered and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and deall wilh them properly.

We maintained throughout the year an adequate and aranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
effective system of internal audit of the accounting / canlrols and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
records and control systems. internal controls mee! the needs of this smaller authority.

responded te matters brought to ifs attention by infernal and
external audit.

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
during the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

i

We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and external audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, coourring either
during or after the year-end, have = financlal impact on
this autharity and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the =ole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and. if required, independent
examination or audit.

has met all of its responsivifities where, as a body
corporate, it is a sole managiny trustee of a local
trust or trusts.

“Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: approval was given:
10/06[2024

and recorded as minute reference: Chair f C} Z
ioloelzez4 - Pro 3 b M. Gher

www.thriplow.org.uk
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24
In respect of Thriplow and Heathfield Parish Council - CA0256

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https:/Awww.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with

Proper Practices which:
* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
* confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountabil Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Please see below

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The smaller authority has submitted its AGAR and supporting documentation prior to 30 September 2024 g heweyer. we have not been
able to complete our review work in time to enable to smaller authority to publish the required documentation in line wrtr} statutory
requirements. Once we have completed our review a final report will be provided with the certificate of completion detailing any
qualifications and ‘other’ matters.

Our fee note for the limited assurance review will be issued when we certify completion.

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24 -

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2024.

We do not certify completion because:

We have not been able to complete our review work in time to enable to smaller authority to publish the required documentation in line
with statutory requirements.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

) ’ ”
External Auditor Signature FAT  bvittrol. ¢ g Date 27/09/2024
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PKF

Page 1 of 1
Final External Auditor Report and Certificate 2023/24 in respect of

THRIPLOW AND HEATHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL - CA0256

Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit
Office (NAO). A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit
carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does
not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would. The UK Government has determined
that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate for those local
public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual
Govemnance and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02)
as issued by the NAO on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the
NAO website — https:/fwmv.nao.orq.ukfcode—audit—nracticefguidance-and—information-for-auditorsl.

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and
that it has a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with Proper Practices which:
* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
e confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and
responsibilities as external auditors.

External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On 27 September 2024, we issued a report detailing the results of our limited assurance review of
Sections 1 and 2 of this authority’s Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended
31 March 2024. We explained that we were unable to certify completion of the review at that time. We
are now in a position to certify completion of the review.

The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return
requires amendments as follows:

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in
our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other
matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements
have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

In the completion of the Annual Internal Audit Report, and their detailed report, the internal auditor has drawn attention to
recommendations in relation to budget monitoring and improvements to the fixed asset register. The smaller authority must
ensure that action is taken to address these areas of weakness in a timely manner.

External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governapce &
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2024.

PKF Littlejohn LLP

30/09/2024
PKF Littlejohn LLP
15 Westferry Circus,
Canary Wharf, London
PKF Littiejohn LLP, Charterad Accountan E14 4HD

liability partnership registerad in Ene Vales No
Littiejohin LLP is a member of PKF G he network o
independant legal entity and does not accept any responsibi
comespondent firm(s ).

T: +44 (0)20 7516 2200
www.pkf-l.com

= a
or liability for the ac orinactions of any individual membar o



