
        

     THRIPLOW AND HEATHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of a Parish Council Meeting held in The Barbara Pointon Room, Village Hall on the Monday 
13th July  2026 at 7.30 pm 
 
Present   - Les Clifford, Carly Richman, Philip Bushell, Lynn Driscoll, Alan Harris, Fergus Ramsay, 
                  David Schneider 
District Councillor -   Richard Williams (Part-time) 
County Councillor:  -   Peter McDonald (Part-time) 
Parish Clerk          -    Martyn Corbet 
RFO                         -   Austin Flynn 

1. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for Absence were received from Cllrs Cartwright and Rivett 

2. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 18th May 2026 
The minutes had previously been circulated. Approval of the minutes was proposed by Cllr Harris 
seconded by Cllr Bushell and agreed. The minutes were signed by the Chairman. 

3. Matters arising from the above-mentioned minutes not otherwise covered by this 
Agenda 

There were several matters arising. The Ramp has been installed in Kingsway. Nothing has yet been 
heard about the 20mph application. Cllr Driscoll will be meeting Tom Harvey about the benches on 
Thursday. The Potato Store Application is still ongoing and a Planning Committee listing is awaited. 

4. Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting held on the 17th June 2026 
The minutes had previously been circulated. Approval of the minutes was proposed by Cllr Schneider 
and seconded by Cllr Richman.  The minutes were signed by the Chairman.  
       5.   Matters arising from the above-mentioned minutes not otherwise covered this  
             Agenda 
None 
      6.   a) Chairman’s proposals for future Parish Council Meetings etc 
Cllr Clifford suggested that future meetings be in the main Village Hall. This would allow for more 
members of the public to attend. There would be provision at the end of the meeting for feedback from 
those present and refreshments provided. Cllr Driscoll referred to the fact that no meeting place such 
as the Village Hall is available on Heathfield. Cllr Clifford pointed out that a parish councillor cannot 
attend a meeting remotely and be counted as present. Members of the public can attend remotely and 
so therefore the councillor could attend remotely as a member of the public. 
Cllr Clifford suggested the agenda be divided up into 1. items which require decision making 2. Items 
requiring update and 3. Items for information purposes only. He suggested there be a spreadsheet 
listing ongoing items and classifying them in order of priority. Cllr Driscoll referred to a “Traffic Light 
System”. 
Cllr Driscoll referred to a need to keep other parish councillors informed if someone does something 
independently. It was agreed that such matters should not be put on Facebook. 
             b)  adoption of new Code of Conduct  
The new Code of Conduct has been circulated to all parish councillors. Its adoption was proposed by 
Cllr Clifford and seconded by Cllr Driscoll and agreed. 
         7.   Updates on 
             a)  Parish & Recreation Ground Maintenance 
                  i)   Village Ward – Work required on Thriplow Rec 
Cllr Ramsay did not have a report but will prepare one as soon as possible.  
                                                 Damage to goalpost 
The Parish Clerk explained that the goalpost which was installed on Thriplow Rec last year has been 
vandalised. Cllr Schneider suggested that it be replaced by a metal one. The cost of this will be 
included in the precept for next year. In the interim spare parts for the existing goalposts will be 
obtained by Cllr Schneider.  Cllr Richman volunteered to inspect the goalpost.  
                  ii)  Heathfield Ward – Work required on HOS 
Cllr Rivett had left a report. She has obtained a quote from Tom Harvey. Other quotes need to be 
obtained. Cllr Rivett has also obtained a quote from The Great Outdoor Gym Company for the 
replacement of the sign at the site. She has also contacted Quercast Sawmilling Limited in respect of 
the work needed on the Basket Swing and the Zipwire. Russell Bowlby has provided a quote. 
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                  iii) Work required on ROS 

Cllr Richman said that nothing major needs to be done. Some caps need replacing. The 
steps on the Climbing Frame need attention. Tom Harvey has quoted for this work. It was 
agreed more quotes are required. Repairs have been made to the ties on the goalposts.      
CR                        

b) Health & Safety Reports 
               a) Updating Health & Safety Policy 
Cllr Harris has prepared a draft policy. It was agreed that there will be a meeting on the 24th July at 

7.30 pm between Cllrs Harris and Schneider and the Parish Clerk                                  AH/DS/MC 
                  b) Damage to the footpath in School Lane 
Cllr Williams suggested that Cllrs Clifford and Rivett contact George Carson of Highways. Cllr 
Williams has met with him. He suggested Cllr Clifford arrange a meeting with him on site. Cllr Williams 

will contact Mr Carson and give him Cllr Clifford’s contact details.                                  RE/LC 
                  c) Power Lines on the Heathfield Open Space 
It has been established by the Parish Clerk that the land upon which the telegraph pole stands is not 
owned by the Parish Council. He has offered to help HRA establish ownership. He has also talked to 
a neighbour Mark Brogan about it. 
                  d) Discarded Barrels at Heathfield 
These have been cleared following the efforts of Cllr Rivett and the Parish Clerk. 
              c) Ditches in Lower Street and beside the War Memorial and drain cleaning 
Cllr Clifford has seen information from David Easthope about this.  
              d) New Village Flag 
The idea of a competition to design a flag for the parish was put forward by the Parish Clerk this was 
agreed. It is hoped to do this in conjunction with Daffodil Weekend. The competition will be open to all. 
The Parish Council will liaise with Daffodil Weekend. The Parish Clerk has had an email from David 
Carter. He has inspected the Village Sign and it needs some work. He has offered to do this subject to 

a transportation fee of £50. This was agreed.          MC 
              e) Repairs to the Victorian Water Pump in Fowlmere Road  
Geoff Axe kindly offered to repair/replace the wood at the Village Pump free of charge. A vote of 
thanks was passed to Geoff for his work.                                                                                 

8. Footpaths  
Cllr Harris has obtained a quote from Tom Harvey. He felt that other quotes for the work should be 
obtained. A handrail should be fitted on the bridge. Cllr Clifford suggested that cutting back the 
vegetation on the footpaths could be a volunteer group effort. Cllr Ramsay will set up a group via 

Village Email and Facebook. He will ask for volunteers giving a time and place to meet up.    FR 
      9.  a) Problems with Lorries using Duxford Business Park 
The problems are still ongoing. Cllr Williams has contacted Nishant Gupta the owner of the site. 
A meeting with him is proposed. Cllr Williams is setting it up. It was agreed that a Working Party be set 
up. This will consist of all 4 Heathfield Parish Councillors plus the Parish Clerk. Cllr Clifford will be an 
ex officio member. All parish councillors will get informed of progress. Two members of the Working 
Party will attend the meeting with Nishant Gupta. Cllr Driscoll asked about photos. Cllr Schneider will 

print them off. Everyone will coordinate on collection of information.           DS  
Cllr Ramsay mentioned the safety of the road running between The Green Man and the triangle outside. 
He will investigate closure of the road with CCC Highways. Cllr Harris mentioned the white lines at the 
School Lane junction with the Ano Domini triangle which need repainting. These will be discussed by 

Cllr Clifford when he meets George Carson.  Cllr Harris will supply photos.                        AH/LC 
           b) Proposed sign in Duxford Business Park Area 
Cllr Driscoll has been unable to progress this matter. 
     10.  Tiger On Demand Bus Service 
Cllr Williams has extended the service to Whittlesford and Newton. Presently the service does not 
include Thriplow or Heathfield. He will look at the situation and keep pressing. There is a need for 
data. Cllr Williams will put something on Facebook. He will also deliver forms requesting feedback by 

hand on Heathfield. The Parish Clerk offered his assistance.                                            RW/MC 
     11.  Planning Matters  
            a) Planning Applications Received 
             26/01968/HFUL – Single Storey Rear Conservatory – 13 Hurdles Way 
                One parish councillor had the following comments: 
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                (1) loss of light/overshadowing – considerable loss of light to the North of property No 11 
                (2) layout and density – the planned conservatory extends beyond the existing line of the  
                neighbour to the South (No 15) and in an already narrow space will make the rear of  
                No 11 tightly enclosed on both sides – other parish councillors had no objection 
                26/02277/S73 – S73 varriation of condition 2 – 9 Middle Street – no objections  
            b) Planning Decisions Received 
None 
            c) Planning Appeals 
None  
            d) Any Miscellaneous Matters  
None  
      12. Financial Matters 
            a) authority was given to pay the following 
 

Date Payee Net VAT  Total 

21/07 Payroll 1491.90         0.00 1491.90  

07/04 CAPALC – Course fees    300.00         0.00   300.00 

     

 
            b) authority was given to make the following requesrs for payments received after 
                 publication of the agenda 

Date Payee Net VAT Total 

14/07 Hardy Landscapes – Grass Cut 3  766.15     153.23  919.38 
14/07 Hardy Landscapes  - Hedge Cut 1  243.65       48.73  292.38 

 
            b) the following payments were ratified having been paid between meeting 
  

Date Payee Net VAT Total 

26/05 Heathfield Residents Association 
Limited –  
Drop Curb Ramp 

  315.00        0.00   315.00 

27/05 SSE – Street Lighting      43.56        2.18     45.74 

28/05 CAS Insurance Services - PLI 4664.52        0.00 4664.52 

01/06 Hardy’s Landscapes – grass cutting 1258.98    251.80 1510.78 

03/06 British Gas – Smithy Electricity     24.79        1.23     26.02 

09/06 Bank Charges       4.25        4.25       4.25 

09/06 SCDC – Dog Bin Charges   416.00      83.20   499.20 

18/06 LGS Services – Internal Audit   200.00      40.00   240.00 

19/06 Npower – Street Lighting   117.89        5.89   123.78 

22/06 SSE – Street Lighting     40.14        2.01     42.15 

25/06 Payroll 1491.90        0.00 1491.90 

06/07 British Gas – Smithy Electricity     22.83        1.14     23.97 

     

       
             c) items ratified but paid after the publication of the agenda 

Date Payee Net VAT Total 

12/06 Bank Charges     4.69      0.00     0.00 

21/06 Npower 101.48      5.07 106.55 

 
The RFO has received invoices from South Cambridgeshire DC for election costs. These are 
£1,037.33 in respect of the Village and £1,239.00 in respect of Heathfield.        
            c) Credits Received 
The RFO reported that a donation of £155.50 has been received. In addition, £1,344.74 had been 
received from Cambridgeshire County Council on account of a reimbursement for grass cutting 
together with £31.41 interest from Lloyds Bank PLC. 

            d) S106 Monies                                                                                                        26/18 



The S106 monies remain invested in accounts with Cambridge Building Society and Saffron Building 
Society.            
          
These monies are utilised for maintenance purposes and appropriate amounts to cover such  
 expenditure is withdrawn on an annual basis. In line with present economic conditions the rate   
 of interest payable is in accordance with prevailing market rates 
            e) Internal & External Audits 
 The Parish Clerk confirmed that the AGAR and supporting documents having been approved at the 
last Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting were sent to the External Audtors.                                                               
      13. Tree Works & Tree Protection        
 26/0429/TTCA – Tree Works -   23 Church Street - no objections 
 26/0464/TTCA -   Tree Works – 38 School Lane and strip of land between Pidgeon’s Close 
                                                                          and Barker’s Close – no objections   
  26/0508/TTCA -   Tree Works  - 38 Church Street – no objections 
The Parish Clerk confirmed that the trees at Hurdles Way are not the responsibility of the Parish 
Council. Cllr Driscoll referred to the trees which are on the right almost opposite the HOS. These have 
power lines running through them. They are potentially dangerous. The Parish Clerk will contact 
Npower about this. 
    14. Reports (if any)- 

a) Neighbourhood Forum 
Cllr Richman had nothing to report save that no meetings have taken place. 

b) Village Hall Management Committee 
The Parish Clerk reported that the three-way valve has seized and a plumber is going to sort it out. 
The heating has been switched off as has the hot water. Cllr Richman will contact Kit Jackson about 
the defibrillators. There was a discussion about installing solar panels. Cllr Bushell will supply the 
Parish Clerk with information should it be decided to go ahead and a grant applied for. 

c) Police and Neighbourhood Watch 
Cllr Cartwright has prepared a poster which has been displayed, she has been actively promoting a 
Neighbourhood Watch Group in the Village. Cllr Driscoll has been doing the same on Heathfield. She 
has not received many expressions of interest. There are two people on Ringstone who are 
interested. Cllr Driscoll feels that a lot of people use Facebook to send news and alerts to their 
neighbours.  

d) District Council Information 
Cllr Williams has prepared a report a copy of which is attached. 
In addition, Cllr Williams made some comments. 
He referred to the Tiger on Demand buses. This information is at 10. above. He also referred to Zero 
Carbon Grants and Solar Together. The latter may be of use to the Parish Council and will be 
investigated with a view to making an application. 

e) County Council Report 
Cllr McDonald has prepared a report a copy of which is attached 
In addition, Cllr McDonald made some comments.  
The Cost-of-Living Crisis is not going away. CCC is engaged in providing support. The sum of 
£800,000 is being given to Citizens Advice over a period of 3 years. This builds on the SCDC Low 
Income Family Tracker and identifies need and links up. CCC will come in and provide some help 
where District Councils are already involved. DCs will also include SCDC.  
Cllr McDonald has sent out a series of slides about Local Government re-organsation. The timetable 
will be announced on Thursday. The process is intended to take 2 years.  

15. Correspondence and Information Received  
A list of correspondence received has been circulated to parish councillors.  

16. Date of next meeting 
14th September 2026 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.40 pm. The Chairman thanked everyone for 
attending. 

 
 
 
………………………………………………. Chairman 
 

………………………………………………. Date                                                                 26/19 



 District Report 

Cllr Richard Williams 

Greater Cambridge Local Plan 

The revised Proposed Submission version of the Greater Cambridge Local Plan has now been 
published and, subject to approval by both councils later this month, will go out for its final pub-
lic consultation over the summer before being submitted to the Secretary of State later this year. 

From a Thriplow and Heathfield perspective, there are no significant changes affecting the par-
ish and, importantly, no new development allocations proposed within the parish itself. 

However, I remain concerned about the cumulative impact that development elsewhere in the 
‘Rural Southern Cluster’ (which is the name the plan gives to our broad area) could have on the 
A505 and local services and amenities. Whilst the Aviation Technology Park at the Imperial War 
Museum is not itself part of the Local Plan, together with other planned development across the 
area it will inevitably place additional pressure on an already congested road network. 

I do not believe the revised plan adequately addresses many of the concerns raised during the 
previous consultation regarding transport infrastructure and local services. I will therefore be 
making these points again during the forthcoming consultation and would encourage residents 
and the Parish Council to take the opportunity to submit their own comments when the consul-
tation opens in August. 

Greater Cambridge Development Corporation 

The Government has announced that it intends to press ahead with establishing a Development 
Corporation for South Cambridgeshire and to strip planning powers from the District Council 
for any development over 250 homes. The Development Corporation would last for “at least” 
25 years.  

This is very disappointing, but it is not surprising as it has been clear for a while that the Govern-
ment has been determined to take control of planning in our area. However, I am very con-
cerned about the impact that this could have on our area. A Development Corporation will mean 
that significant planning decisions will be made by unelected bureaucrats rather than councillors, 
so our ability to influence what happens to the villages will be much reduced. Decisions on appli-
cations like the BioGas plant, if it were to ever come back, could be taken out of local hands and 
be decided by central Government appointees 

In terms of the Development Corporation generally, it is being presented by the Government as 
the answer to Cambridge’s housing and infrastructure challenges. No one disputes that Cam-
bridge and South Cambs face real challenges with infrastructure falling behind housebuilding. 
We face severe constraints around water supply, sewage treatment, transport congestion and en-
ergy infrastructure. These are the factors currently limiting growth. Yet the Government has of-
fered no real detail about how a Development Corporation would solve these problems. There 
has been no package of specific infrastructure funding announced alongside the announcement 
of the Development Corporation, and many questions remain unanswered about how the Cor-
poration would operate in practice. So all we have at the moment is a decision to remove local 
control and accountability from planning, but no strategy or funding to solve the real problems 
we face.  

I am encouraging the District Council to do everything it can, including exploring a legal chal-
lenge, to resist the Government taking direct control of planning in our area. If the development 
corporation goes through, we would become the only Districts in England that aren’t allowed to 
control decision making in planning across their whole area – which is not acceptable.  

Potato Store Planning Application 



The planning application for the proposed new potato store between Thriplow and Heathfield is 
expected to be determined by the District Council's Planning Committee, most likely during Au-
gust or September, although a date has not yet been confirmed. 

Once the application is scheduled, the Parish Council, local residents and I, in my role as District 
Councillor, will all have the opportunity to make representations to the Planning Committee be-
fore a decision is taken. 

Heathfield Lorries 

I have continued discussions regarding the ongoing issues caused by lorries in Heathfield. 

Following correspondence with the owners of the Duxford Business Park, I received a response 
this morning proposing a meeting to discuss the issues. I hope this provides an opportunity to 
make progress in reducing the impact that HGV movements are having on local residents, and I 
will update the Parish Council further following those discussions. 

Pepperslade Entrance 

I have also been working to establish ownership of the land at the entrance to Pepperslade, 
where overgrown trees and vegetation have become a concern. 

After discussions with a number of organisations, we have now identified the relevant landowner 
and I will be taking this forward in the hope that the necessary maintenance work can be carried 
out. 

Community Pantry Grants 

South Cambridgeshire District Council has launched a new Community Pantry Grant scheme to 
support local groups wishing to establish community pantries. 

Grants of up to £400 are available to help purchase equipment such as shelving, storage, refrig-
erators or freezers and other items needed to establish a community pantry. Parish Councils, 
community organisations and informal groups (with appropriate support) are all eligible to apply. 
The scheme forms part of the Council's wider programme of support for residents facing cost-
of-living pressures. 

The grant funding scheme will run until March 2027. 

Further information is available here: https://www.scambs.gov.uk/news/community-groups-
invited-to-apply-for-new-community-pantry-grant 

Zero Carbon Community Grants 

In more positive news, the District Council has launched a new round of Zero Carbon Commu-
nities Grants. The Council has committed £152,000 to support projects that reduce carbon emis-
sions, improve nature recovery and strengthen community engagement. The maximum grant 
available is £19,500 per project. 

Applications are open until 24 July 2026 and further information can be found on the South 
Cambs website (or just search “South Cambs Zero Carbon Grants”) : 
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/climate-and-environment/zero-carbon-communities/zero-carbon-
communities-grant 
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https://www.scambs.gov.uk/climate-and-environment/zero-carbon-communities/zero-carbon-communities-grant
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/climate-and-environment/zero-carbon-communities/zero-carbon-communities-grant


Cost of Living and Anti Poverty Support 

 

In May 2025, Cambridgeshire’s independent Poverty Strategy Commission produced “A call 

for a strategic approach to end poverty across Cambridgeshire”, then, in June 2025, the 

government announced the launch of the new multi-year Crisis and Resilience Fund (CRF), 

replacing the previous Household Support Fund (HSF), with Cambridgeshire County Council 

receiving £5.3m in 2026-27 and 2027-28. 

All of the Crisis and Resilience Fund proposals have been developed with our key partners, 

including district and city councils, and in line with the national Department for Work and 

Pensions guidance and the recommendations from the local Poverty Strategy Commission. 

Councillors at today’s meeting heard that the CRF funding received by the County Council is 

required to be allocated across: 

• Crisis payments – providing support to those experiencing financial shock 

• Resilience services – support that improves residents’ financial resilience 

• Community coordination – activities that connect and enhance local support, such as 

community food projects. 

The committee approved a prevention-first approach for the new anti-poverty initiatives – 

directing resources towards interventions that increase household incomes and reduce the 

frequency of crises, while also strengthening the safety-net for residents who do experience a 

financial shock. 

On that basis, councillors also agreed: 

• To procure a new crisis payment scheme; 

• to award £800,000 to Citizens Advice to continue to deliver an Income Maximisation 

service across Cambridgeshire until 2029; 

• to award £1.5M, over 3 years, to fund an advice outreach service for residents who are 

isolated rurally or digitally, or otherwise unable to access mainstream support. 

The new crisis payment scheme will respond flexibly to residents in financial crisis that could 

prevent them from being able to manage essential costs. Once immediate needs are 

addressed, residents will then be linked into wraparound resilience support, aiming to reduce 

the likelihood of future financial shocks. 

Councillors approved a budget for the crisis payment scheme of £1M per year in 2027-28 and 

2028-29, and £400k for the current financial year, with scope to increase if needed. 

The income maximisation service that will be delivered by Citizens Advice is a continuation 

of an existing service which led to 3,182 residents supported in 2025-26, gaining a combined 

£3.7M in additional income. 

Councillors also approved an increased investment in outreach capacity – to ensure people 

experiencing rural isolation or digital poverty can access support more locally to them, in 

trusted community spaces. 

Further income maximisation work will be provided through LIFT (the Low-Income Family 

Tracker), procured following committee approval in February earlier this year, which will 

also be funded through the CRF. 

LIFT will enable Cambridgeshire’s five district and city councils to identify residents who 

may be missing out on support they are eligible for, such as Pension Credit, Healthy Start 

vouchers, Free School Meals or heating-oil support, and encourage them to apply. 

Previously, a significant proportion of Cambridgeshire’s allocation from the government’s 

former HSF was used to fund Free School Meal (FSM) Holiday Food Vouchers. CRF 

guidance is explicit that crisis support must now be needs-based, not a routine income 

supplement. Accordingly, Cambridgeshire is implementing a managed transition away from 

FSM holiday vouchers. 



Councillors heard how those families that have been in receipt of FSM holiday vouchers will 

be prioritised for support within the new anti-poverty initiatives, including Income 

Maximisation, which on average, has been found to increase household income by a recurrent 

£1,163 a year. They will be the priority cohort to be identified by LIFT and receive a targeted 

offer of personalised support. Families will also be encouraged to access the Holiday 

Activities and Food (HAF) programme, an initiative that provides free, healthy meals and 

enriching activities to children during school holidays. 

Families eligible for but not currently registered for Free School Meals will also be 

prioritised, as will low-income families with younger children not registered for Healthy Start 

vouchers. 

The new Crisis Payment scheme is expected to launch for Cambridgeshire residents in 

October 2026. Information about the support that’s available in the interim period can be 

found on our website. 
The reports discussed by the committee can be found on our website and a recording of the 

meeting is available to watch on our YouTube channel. 
 

Read the Beat Reading Activities for Children 

 

Children across Cambridgeshire can discover the joy of reading this summer by signing up to 

the musically themed 2026 Summer Reading Challenge. 

The free Challenge at Cambridgeshire Libraries is open to pre-school and primary school-

aged children of all reading abilities and encourages young readers to keep up their reading 

during the school holidays, building confidence and creativity along the way. 

As part of the National Year of Reading, this year’s theme, ‘Read to the Beat’, celebrates the 

connection between music and storytelling, encouraging children to explore how rhythm, 

sound and words can inspire imagination. 

Brought to life with vibrant illustrations by award-winning author and illustrator Harry 

Woodgate, ‘Read to the Beat’ invites children to combine rhythm, creativity and reading 

throughout the summer. 

Running from Saturday, 4 July, until Saturday, 5 September, the Challenge encourages 

children to read six books of their choice, with everything from fiction and non-fiction to 

audiobooks and eBooks counting towards their goal, as long as they are borrowed from the 

library. 

Please watch in YouTube for more accessibility options.- opens in a new tab 
Children will be able to collect a sticker for each book read from Saturday 18 July – there is a 

new one to collect each week. 

Children can join by visiting any of the 33 library locations across the county, including the 

three mobile libraries. 

Library membership is free and easy to arrange, making it simple for families to take part. 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities/support-with-the-cost-of-living/crisis-payment
https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/ccc_live/MeetingsCalendar/tabid/70/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/397/Meeting/2536/Committee/66/SelectedTab/Documents/Default.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/@CambsCountyCouncil/streams
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WWEImfcMHiw


 
The Summer Reading Challenge is just one of the activities which will be promoted by 

Cambridgeshire County Council through the upcoming #GetActivated campaign, which will 

highlight free or low-cost activities for children, young people and families to help them stay 

healthy and connected throughout the summer holidays. 
As part of the campaign, residents will be encouraged to share their activities on social media 

using the hashtag #GetActivated. 

 

Illegal Tobacco & Vapes 

A multi-agency operation led by Cambridgeshire Trading Standards has resulted in the 

seizure of illegal tobacco and vapes across East Cambridgeshire. 

On 23 June, officers worked alongside Cambridgeshire Police and HM Revenue and Customs 

(HMRC) to carry out inspections at premises in Ely, Soham and Littleport. The operation led 

to the seizure of 25,000 illegal cigarettes, 6.85kg of hand-rolling tobacco and more than 138 

illegal vaping products from three locations. 

Specialist Wagtail detection dogs, trained to locate hidden tobacco, supported the operation. 

The action forms part of ongoing work across the county to target the sale and supply of illicit 

tobacco and nicotine products. Over the past year, Trading Standards officers have seized 

around 3,500 illegal vapes and more than 32,000 illicit cigarettes across Cambridgeshire. 

Items confiscated included vapes with oversized tanks, incorrect or missing labelling, and 

products that had not been notified to the Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory 

Agency (MHRA), making them illegal for sale in the UK. Officers also seized tobacco 

products that did not carry the required health warnings in English. 

Residents are encouraged to report any information or suspicions about the sale of illegal 

tobacco or vaping products. Reports can be made anonymously at www.keep-it-out.co.uk, 

which also provides guidance on how to identify illicit products. 
Alternatively, residents can contact the Citizens Advice Consumer Service on 0808 223 

1133 (Monday to Friday, 9am–5pm). 

 

 

Ministry of Defence ERS Scheme 

Cambridgeshire County Council has been reaccredited with the Ministry of Defence 

(MOD)’s Employer Recognition Scheme (ERS) Gold Award, the highest honour available to 

http://www.keep-it-out.co.uk/


organisations that demonstrate outstanding, long-term support for the Armed Forces 

community. 

The Gold Award recognises the Council’s sustained commitment to the Armed Forces and its 

strong track record of supporting people from Armed Forces backgrounds, including 

reservists, veterans, cadet adult volunteers, service families, and members of the wider Cadet 

movement. 

To mark the achievement, the Council hosted a formal reaccreditation ceremony on 

Wednesday 1 July at New Shire Hall, which brought together His Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant 

of Cambridgeshire, the Chair of the County Council, County Councillors, including the 

Council’s Armed Forces Champion, the Chief Executive and senior council officers, along 

with representatives from the Ministry of Defence and the Armed Forces community. 

The presentation ceremony featured a range of speeches, including one from Tommy Kelly 

the Cambridgeshire Armed Forces Covenant Officer, who is employed by the County 

Council, bringing his personal experience of having served in the Armed Forces to life. 

The reaccreditation also highlights the Council’s strong partnership with the Ministry of 

Defence and local Armed Forces Covenant networks, reinforcing its commitment to fairness 

and opportunity, supporting good jobs for the future, improving financial security, and 

helping people stay well connected across Cambridgeshire. 

The ceremony celebrated the people, partners and networks that all contribute to this 

important work and to ensuring that the County Council remains a supportive and welcoming 

employer for members of the Armed Forces community. 

From left to right: Cadet Flight Sergeant Logan Constable; Councillor Peter McDonald, Chair 

of Cambridgeshire County Council; Sarah Thompson, RFCA Defence Relationship Manager; 

Mrs Julie Spence OBE CStJ QPM, His Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire; 

Councillor Yannifer Malinowski, Armed Forces Covenant Champion, Cambridgeshire 

County Council; Dr Stephen Moir, Chief Executive of Cambridgeshire County Council. 
 

 

 



 

 

  
 

 
 
 


