EDITORIAL
At long last we can meet face-to-face again and our first meeting will be our
AGM. The village hall has been booked for the evening of Thursday 16th
September at 8pm. At the AGM we also hope to be able to announce the
programme to take us through to April 2022 when the next AGM will be held.
After the AGM there will be a time to “Show & Tell” so please see if you can find
something to show and tell us a bit about.
At the AGM the whole committee resigns and a new committee is elected or – as
is often the case – the old committee is re-elected. After very many years as our
minutes secretary Kevin now wishes to retire from the committee and hand over
the minutes book to someone new. If any member feels they would be able to
take on this role we would be delighted to hear from you. New volunteers for the
committee are always welcome. There are only 3 or 4 committee meetings each
year so it’s not a huge commitment and won’t take up lots of your time.
Some members may not be aware that there is a private Facebook group where
old photographs of Thriplow are posted. If you are already a Facebook member
type in the search area “Thriplow Old Pictures” and an invitation to join the group
should come up. You do need to be a Facebook member to access this group
but there are some interesting items to be seen.
Members passing through Thriplow may have noticed that The Green Man public
house is currently closed. Chris gave up the lease in June but he continues to
run The Chequers in Fowlmere. The committee are actively looking for a new
tenant and it is hoped that it won’t be too long before our much loved Green Man
is open again.
Finally, a reminder that we love to hear from members and if you have any
articles or items of news that could be included in the Journal they would be
especially welcome.
Pat & Angela
Journal Editors
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In memory of Bill Wittering,
Founder of the Thriplow Society

Bill Wittering died on June 10, 2021,
just one week short of his 94th birthday.
He was born in Stevenage in 1927.
During his early childhood the war was
still on and he and his friends would
spend many hours noting the
aeroplanes passing overhead and
collecting strips of metallic paper
thrown from the German planes to
obscure Radar. He went to Alleyn’s
Grammar School and not wanting to go
to university he started work for the
Post Office. At 18 he was called up for his National Service and joined the Royal
Air Force. He spent two years in Egypt and tells the story that part of his rations
were paid in cigarettes; as he didn’t smoke he sold them to other airmen and
used the money to buy film for his camera.
Upon returning he studied for his civil service exams and after a spell with the
Land Registry ended up working for the Forestry Commission in Edinburgh, from
there he went to Alice Holt, Farnham, then back to Edinburgh, Wester Ross on
the west coast of Scotland, then London; Olney, Buckinghamshire, back to Alice
Holt as Chief Work Study Officer and finally to Cambridge as Chief Finance
Officer. He retired in 1986.
We met in the Forestry Commission Headquarters in Saville Row, London where
he was my boss and we married in 1966. We bought the old School House on
the village green in Harrold, Bedfordshire and Bill started work in Olney, a few
miles away. He worked with the Work Study team, designing new machines to
improve the harvesting of timber. Nick was born in Harrold; in 1969 Bill was
moved to Alice Hold, Farnham as Chief Work Study Officer. We bought a house
in the small village of Dockenfield and Polly was born there in 1969. In 1975 Bill
moved to the East of England Office in Cambridge as Chief Finance Officer and
we bought our house in Thriplow. He retired in 1986 and took up a series of
hobbies including painting Canal Bargeware, Basket making, gardening and in
1992 founded the Thriplow Society after a local landowner started selling off
bygones housed in a barn and displayed every Daffodil Weekend.*

He also served on the PCC, Daffodil Weekend Committee and the Parish
Council and became their Tree Warden in 1993 until a few years ago. He was
also Chairman of the Cambridge and Essex Self Sufficiency Group for several
years.
Bill was a great collector, postcards; stamps; coins; Ordnance Survey maps; old
bottles; toy Corgi vans and books on Trains and Illusions. He wrote over eight
illustrated talks which he gave to history groups and W.Is. He also wrote an
extensive history of his family having never thrown away any photos, letters or
related items.
Bill loved travel especially on trains. He was not the
train spotting, engine number collecting type but
someone who enjoyed travelling in trains. Many
holidays were planned so that a train journey or
three could be sneaked in. His favourite holiday
destination was Austria where as a family we must
have been on most of the railways and cable cars,
pushchairs included.
He turned his hand to anything practical including
how to make Hammocks, baskets and painted
bargeware. He built his own shed in the garden,
grew vegetables and made wine. His horseradish
sauce was famous, this needed to be made outside
wearing goggles and a mask otherwise he would
end up with tears pouring down his face and choking
on the fumes.
Bill became Grandfather to Polly’s children, Joe in
2002 and again in 2005 to twins Emma and Dan, he
was famous for making Grandad sandwiches which
involved making a marmite sandwich and cutting it
up into tiny squares. He always had plenty of time
and patience and a multitude of stories to tell them, one of which was about a
rabbit hole at the bottom of the garden.
Surviving two heart operations he lived a long and happy life. He will be much
missed.
Shirley Wittering

* For more on this see Thriplow Journal Vol. 5/1, 1996
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THRIPLOW UNITED CHARITIES
In 1562 Lettice Martin, a widow living in Chrishall, left a large proportion of her
assets between 33 villages in the surrounding area, including Thriplow, to be
distributed amongst the poor parishioners and inhabitants annually on Palm
Sunday.
Thomas Godfrey, in his will dated 1632 left rent charges of 8 shillings a year for
the poor and the repair of the church. Richard Hicks, by will dated 16 th September
1635, “charges his freehold lands in Thriplow with ten shillings a year to be
distributed to the poor sort of the town there.” Francis Peck in his will dated 1636
also left income from land to be distributed to the poor. British History on Line
states that in 1837 “the combined income from these three bequests then being
24 shillings. “
Before 1710 Martin Gray left to the poor of Thriplow 3 acres known as Gray’s or
the Town Land. The land was situated on the western side of Foxton Road,
Fowlmere. British History on Line states “let for £5,16s.8d in 1863. The income
from the land in 1965 was £12.” This land later was often referred to as the
‘Charity Field’
Church Rents (foundation before 1837). Small sums were paid annually by some
landowners towards the upkeep of the church.
Up to 1911 the Lettice Martin Charity and all other charitable incomes were
administered by the churchwardens, the vicar and other named individuals under
a deed drawn up by the Charity Commission, which meant that whenever a
trustee changed a new Deed had to be drawn up. In 1910 the local Trustees
suggested that all the charities should be transferred to a new body of trustees
appointed by the Parish Council and this resulted in the formation of Thriplow
United Charities under a deed dated 6th January 1911. However, Thriplow United
Charities was not a charity itself so separate returns still had to be made for each
of the charities which created a lot of unnecessary work so, by taking advantage
of the 1993 Charities Act, all of the charities were wound up and their assets
transferred into one charity and this was completed in April 1997.
Certainly since 1882 – and probably before that – the annual distributions had
been in cash. However, in 1938 the Charity Commission wrote to Mr G O Vinter,
the chairman of the Trustees, concerning the distribution of the charity funds.
After a year of correspondence and a visit by Mr Vinter to the Charity
Commission offices in London in March 1939, during which time he insisted that
he had not changed anything and the distribution had always been in cash, he
penned the following notice for the Parish Magazine
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1939
NOTICE
The Trustees of the Thriplow United Charities report that they have been
instructed by the Charity Commission that they are not, on any account,
to distribute the Charity money in future as it has been done in the past.
They have been called to task over this, and have got into very serious
trouble. It was pointed out that the law has been broken all the time by
doing this, as there is an instruction drawn up by the Charity Commission
in 1911 which says definitely that the money must not be given in this
way.
The Trustees have had considerable correspondence with the
Commission about this, but the Commission says that the instructions are
binding and must be strictly observed.
The Trustees, therefore, have no option but to do as the Commission
instructs them, and in future the money will be distributed every year in
the form of Coal, only to Old Age Pensioners, or to Pensioned Widows,
or to Widows and Spinsters not house owners and not in regular weekly
employment.

The 1939 distribution was 4cwt of coal to 22 recipients and 8cwt to one at a total
cost of £9.6s.2d.
Another bequest was received in April 1969 from Miss Mabel Ellis (who died on
16.11.1968) leaving in her will a legacy of £300.
For some time during the 1960’s and 1970’s distribution was only paid out every
three years. Records show the following distributions:1970 5cwt of coal (29 households) and £4 of groceries (3 households)
1973 4cwt of coal (29 households) and £4 of groceries (4 households) and £4
in cash to one couple who were both in hospital.
1976 3 cwt of coal (35 households) and £6 of groceries (6 households)
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It appears that the trustees did not need to meet very often. In the minutes of a
meeting held in 1966 there was no mention of Mr John Luckham but the next set
of minutes – four years later in 1970 record John Luckham as a trustee. Another
instance is in the minutes of a meeting held on 27th November 1980 which refer
to “the last meeting of the trustees held on 2 nd November 1976” The 1976
minutes also record that Mr Vinter resigned and Mr John Luckham was asked,
and agreed, to take over as Chairman.

Yarn Bombing
“Yarn Bombing” is a type of street art using knitted or crocheted yarn or fibre to
produce colourful displays. Believed to have started in Texas several years ago it
can now be seen all over the world. This year it reached Thriplow, courtesy of
Carol Deed.
Carol’s expertise with a
crochet hook has certainly
brought smiles to the faces
of people visiting the shop
and has helped to brighten
up our days during the long
pandemic lock-downs.

Below is an extract from the 1980 minutes about the distribution for that year:Distribution 1980
The balance at the bank stands at £236.48.
Because of the high cost of coal, and the fact that many in the village have
electric heating, it was unanimously agreed that the distribution should be
in the form of vouchers valid at the village shop. It was felt sure that Mrs
Smith, proprietor of the store, would co-operate. After checking against the
electoral roll a list of 36 persons or couples was drawn up.
It was therefore agreed to issue each with a voucher worth £6.50, total cost
£234.00. The chairman undertook to arrange the distribution accordingly.

Easter
By 1994 John Luckham was writing to the Charity Commission regarding the
possible winding up of the charity. In his letter he mentions that during the
previous two years there had been a large influx of commuters moving into the
village and that it had become increasingly more difficult to find people in need.

Summer

In 1996 Martin Gray’s land was sold to Mr & Mrs Deans of Fowlmere for the sum
of ££4,500.00. Mr & Mrs Deans also agreed to pay £250 towards Thriplow
United Charities legal costs. After all expenses were paid the Charity received
£4317.56.
The regular distributions seem to have ceased but In 1998 the playgroup
received £45 and in January 1999 £320 was given to the school.
In April 1999 the sale of income shares realized £6274.58 which brought the final
balance of funds to £7597.08.
In May 1999 £1000 was given to Thriplow School and £6597.08 was given to the
Village Hall management committee to be put into New Village Hall fund, finally
bringing about the closure of Thriplow United Charities.
Pat Easthope
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Thank you Carol for the smiles – can
we wonder what Christmas might
bring?
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Thriplow Weather information for the past 3 years
Temperature and Rainfall Celsius and mm

2018

Ave.
Day
Temp

Ave.
Night
Temp

Hottest
Day

Coldest
Night

Ave.
Rainfall
mm

Max
Rainfall
mm

Jan
Feb

9
7

5
2

13
17

1
-1

2
2

10
9

Mar

11

5

17

0.7

2

10

Apr
May

16
20

9
10

27
26

5
4

2
2

15
30

Jun
Jul

23
27

14
16

27
33

9
12

0
1

0
10

Aug
Sept
Oct

24
18
14

15
12
10

30
26
24

10
12
2

2
2
5

22
15
23

Nov
Dec

12
10

8
7

15
15

-2
2

1
2

12
12

2019
Jan
Feb
Mar

7
11
13

3
4
7

12
16
18

-5
-3
1

1
1
2

10
5
8

Apr

15

6

23

0.4

9

4

May
Jun
Jul

17
20
23

10
14
16

22
29
35

5
10
11

1
2
2

11
11
14

Aug
Sept
Oct
Nov
Dec

23
20
13
8
8

16
13
9
6
6

30
24
18
13
12

12
7
2
-3
1

2
15
3
2.5
3

22
13
22
11
15

Comments

2020
Jan

Ave.
Day
Temp

Ave.
Night
Temp

Hottest
Day

Coldest
Night

Ave.
Rainfall
mm

16

6

14

0

2

Max
Rainfall
mm

Beast from the East,
snow over Daffodil
W/E

Feb

10

5

14

0

3

11

25th 3 weeks’ supply
of rain.
No rain for 30 days
55 days without rain,
rained on 26th

Mar

12

5

17

0

11

5

Apr
May
Jun
Jul
Aug
Sept
Oct
Nov
Dec

19
20
22
22
23
20
14
11
7

7
9
13
15
16
12
10
8
4

25
26
31
35
34
29
18
18
12

0
3
6
10
10
8
7
2
0

1
3
2
2
4
1
4
1
3

16
3
23
9
25
18
18
12
20

14th rained all day.
Frost on 29th
Frost on 19th
Only 10 days rain

19 days no rain
19 days no rain
11 and 12th storm
Gavin
19 days no rain.
Frost 10-13th
16 days no rain

Comments
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Rained 16 days
4 storms in 4
weeks. A505
closed as roof of
American Hanger,
Duxford blown off.
28th Wind, sleet
and hail. Daffodil
W/E cancelled due
to Covid 19.
22 days no rain
30 days no rain

First rain 13th
18 days no rain
Frost on 4th

Shirley Wittering

When Insults had Class

23rd

thunder-storm
shook house

George Bernard Shaw to Winston Churchill:“I am enclosing two tickets to the first night of my new play; bring a friend if
you have one.”

11 days no rain

Winston Churchill in response:“Cannot possibly attend the first night, will attend the second – if there is one.”
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Photo: Geoff Axe

A New Lease of Life for the Thriplow Telephone Kiosk
The telephone kiosk in Thriplow village is sited on the edge of the village green
opposite the end of Lower Street and, since it was installed there in 1940, has
formed part of an important focal point in the centre of the village.
Parish Council minutes from 1952 note “Complaints that much time was wasted
in the telephone kiosk as the line was so often engaged.” An article in the
Cambridge Evening News written by Mike Petty in 1957 records that in Thriplow
the telephone at the Post Office / village shop was connected to the public phone
kiosk. This meant that if the post office / shop phone was in use the kiosk would
be engaged and vice-versa. The article goes on to say “The ladies of the W.I. do
not think the postmistress has the inclination to listen to their conversations but it
was not nice to know that other members of the house might. The telephone
lines between village post offices and local kiosks should be made separate.” I
remember when shared “party lines” between private households were quite
common as there was a shortage of available lines and the rental for a party line
was cheaper than for a private line.
In the spring of 2004, when I was the parish council chairman and Pat was the
parish clerk, she reported that the telephone had been removed from the kiosk.
BT said that they would log this as a theft of equipment and that a new telephone
would be installed within the next few days. About a week later on my way to
work at 7.30 one morning I was amazed to see the phone box being taken away.
The workmen said they were just following orders. I immediately tried to
telephone B.T. – unsuccessfully as they did not start work until 8.30 am. When I
did manage to speak to someone I was told that their computers were down and
nothing could be discussed until they were on line again but someone would call
me back. This did not happen and it was only when I telephoned again the
following day that we managed to get any sense out of anyone. BT said that from
their data they thought that there was another phone box within 50 metres, I
assured them that this was not the case and BT admitted that the box had been
removed in error. Naturally, I said that we would like it reinstated.

After more non-productive calls
to BT I was eventually told that
commercially it would not be
possible to replace the kiosk
and I was sent a photograph of
the
replacement
phone
proposed by BT which was a
hooded payphone on a stalk.
In June 2004 I wrote to BT’s
High
Level
Complaints
department setting out the
whole sorry saga and said that
a hooded payphone was clearly
designed for urban locations
and would be totally inapprop-

-riate on this important site on the village green, in a conservation area and close
to The Smithy which is a listed building. BT had admitted that the removal of the
kiosk was their error and the least they could do was to reinstate it.
I was very grateful to resident Peter Duff who knew the chairman of BT
personally and wrote an excellent letter to him strongly supporting the
reinstatement of the kiosk. Peter also copied the letter to our M.P.
A meeting was eventually arranged for 9th July at noon but that was the day I
would be returning from holiday and I couldn’t guarantee being home on time so
the Parish Council Vice Chairman, Terry Smith, together with Peter Duff met
representatives from BT – the result of the meeting being that the kiosk was
reinstated in February 2005, with the parish council being responsible for the
maintenance of the kiosk itself, and a public telephone became available in
Thriplow for a few more years.
In Journal Vol. 13/3 an article entitled “The Thriplow Telephone Box Saga”
reproduces a report published in the Cambridge Evening News on 8 th April 2004,
together with some photographs. (See the Thriplow Society web site under
“Journal Archive”)

Subsequently I was telephoned by a representative from BT customer services
who wished to arrange a meeting with the Parish council. I was told that it was to
be a meeting held without pre-conceived views as to what may or may not
happen and to discuss the way forwards. When I explained that it would be far
simpler merely to reinstate the box that had been removed in error I was told that
this was not possible – so much for BT not having any pre-conceived views!

However, mobile telephones eventually became commonplace and the public
telephone was used less and less so it came as no surprise when, in August
2016, a notice appeared in the kiosk stating that the phone was little used and
BT planned to remove the kiosk after a 42 day consultation period. BT removed
the telephone and disconnected the electricity supply but the parish council were
very keen to keep the kiosk and in November 2016, for the princely sum of £1,
the parish council became the new owners of one iconic red telephone box.
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Since that time, although the exterior
has been repainted, the kiosk has
remained unused until this year when
Thriplow resident Linda Rusk asked
the parish council for permission to
install some shelving to hold books
and jig-saw puzzles which would
provide a free mini library service for
residents which Linda would be happy
to manage. The parish council were
pleased to give permission for this use
and Linda very quickly got to work and
the kiosk is now filled with books and
puzzles. The parish council are still
responsible for the exterior of the
kiosk and are aware that it is due for a
fresh coat of paint in the not too
distant future. In the meantime I am
delighted that the kiosk has a new
lease of life and am looking forward to
exchanging some of my own books
and puzzles.
David Easthope

The following news item appeared in the Royston Crow dated 2 nd June 1905.
Boy, Tattie Pastie and Birch for One
Wilfred Bertie Mynot, a school boy only eleven years of age, was charged by his
schoolmistress Isabella Walker of Thriplow with stealing and carrying away one
Cornish pasty, value 1d. The property of the prosecutrix on the 30 th April at
Thriplow.
P.C. Walter Housden said on Sunday 30th April at 11am he went to Thriplow and
concealed himself on the stairs in the schoolhouse. He heard someone getting
though the kitchen window, which had been left open. He then saw the defendant
in the kitchen window. There was a big mastiff dog in the kitchen. Defendant
went and patted it on the head. He then opened the front room door and went in.
Witness saw him go into the pantry, where he stayed a few minutes. He then
came back into the kitchen and afterwards went into the scullery and looked
around. He then came to the stairs door and opened it. He then saw the witness,
who spoke to him and asked him what he was doing. The witness then searched
him and found 4d in coppers in his pocket, which he stated that he had taken
from his money box at home. The witness kept him in the house until Miss
Walker came from the Church.
To the usual questions the boy’s father said he would like the case settled in the
Court and the boy pleaded guilty.
Miss Walker said she had missed things of the description before and believed
money as well, but could not swear to that. It was for these reasons she had the
police concealed that day.

The Thriplow Society A G M

The Bench retired and upon their return the Chairman said they had decided the
boy must be punished. They considered the most suitable punishment for the
offence would be six strokes with the birch. The punishment would be
administered before the boy left that morning. If either of the boy’s parents were
there, they could be present when the punishment was inflicted if they so wished.

The date has been set. . . .

Thursday 16th September at 8pm in the Village Hall
We are looking forward to being able to meet with members again.
Don’t forget that after the business part of the meeting there will be
another opportunity to “Show and Tell” any items of interest that you would
like to bring along - there is still time to prepare.
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Today there is no corporal punishment. So, to us in today’s world, to be birched
for so little would seem very harsh and unnecessary, but things back then were
so different from today’s judicial laws on minors.
Foot Note
In the UK birching as a judicial penalty in both juvenile and adults’ versions was
abolished in 1948 by the Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC). However it
persisted in prisons as a punishment for prisoners committing serious assaults on
prison staff until it was abolished by section 65 of the Criminal Justice Act 1967.
Geoff Axe
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2021 Further Colonisation of Wild Orchids in St. George’s Churchyard
In June 2018 Elizabeth Moore, a St. George’s Church Warden, found the first
wild orchid in the Churchyard, identified as a Pyramidal Orchid (Anacapsis
pyramidalis). Another appeared in 2019 but over 10m away from the first site.
These sightings were recorded in the Thriplow Society Journal, Vol 28/2 Winter
2019, where it was noted that these wild orchids were known to be strong
colonisers. It was hoped that these Pyramidal Orchids would become established
and add welcome annual splashes of pink to St George’s Churchyard. This hope
has been realised with 9 pyramidal Orchids being recorded this year in early July:
1. Two appeared in the front lower west area just up from the large walnut tree
and partly shaded by it. As a result, the grass there grew taller and,
interestingly, so did the Pyramidal Orchids with long flower stems. Also it was
noted that the one most shaded was much lighter pink than the other further
out. (Photos 1 & 2).
2. A further two were found in the open grass area in the middle of the
Churchyard about 3m apart, near where one appeared in 2019.
3. Another five gave splashes of pink appearing in the shorter grass at the top
end of the Churchyard (Photo 3).

Photo 3
Over the last three years, the St. George’s Church Council have agreed that
certain parts of the Churchyard are mown less regularly to encourage more wild
flowers and other wild life to develop. Thus, some areas are mowed in the late
autumn, after seeds have dispersed, and others in early spring for summer
flowering areas less smothered by rapid grass growth.
These Pyramidal Orchids require a well-drained chalky type soil and flower
mainly in June and July. They have 60 to 80 flowers in a pyramid-shape spike
formation and produce high setting of dust-like seeds that can be widely wind
dispersed. Therefore, it may well be that this new controlled management of St.
George’s Churchyard over the last three years, has contributed to the further
colonisation of this orchid, as well as a number of other wild flowers. Follow-up
records of wild life development in the churchyard over the coming years, should
be very interesting.
Photo 1

Photo 2

Elizabeth Moore & Bernard Meggitt
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Gleanings.
CONDOLENCES
Following the sad news of the death of Thriplow Society Founder Member, and
Honorary Vice President Bill Wittering on Thursday 10th June 2021 we send
sincere condolences to Shirley and Nick and also to Nick’s sister Polly and her
family.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

THANK YOU
Maureen, Sonya, Sue and Dan - the fantastic staff at Thriplow Village Shop who
have kept our shop open throughout the pandemic. Also thanks to Daffodil
Weekend and the Corona Virus Support Group – a band of volunteers who have
collected orders from the shop and delivered them to vulnerable customers in
Thriplow, Heathfield and Fowlmere.
David Luckham for donating the records of Thriplow United Charities.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CONGRATULATIONS
To Society members Kevin and Jan Clarke on the occasion of their wedding on
24th May 2021. We wish them every happiness for the future.
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Every day that passes, passes into history

