Editorial
Happy is the Country that has no History.
Carlyle, 1740

As the Thriplow Society is a local history society, we cannot agree with the above statement;
if there was no history to study there would be no Thriplow Society and all our archives and
research would not exist. As it is, we have been researching and collecting memories for a
long time as our next AGM on April 20th 2017 is our 25th anniversary. So instead of the
Show and Tell evening in your programmes we have moved that to 2018 and our 2017 AGM
will be a party to celebrate our 25 years. Do come along and help us celebrate.
We have had some excellent talks this year, the last of which are reported in this issue. Next
year’s programme is nearing completion and again we have something for everyone. We
hope you will be pleased.
Our next talk is on Thursday January 19th 2017, when Helen Harwood will be telling us
about ‘A Country Railway – Great Shelford’ which should be interesting.
The Thriplow Society Archives – a request for help
The Society is a local history group. In 2017 the group will celebrate its 25 year anniversary.
Over this time we have collected many maps, historical documents and local photos of
village families, properties, events and landscapes. At present these are stored in a committee
member’s spare bedroom which is not ideal. The committee are asking for ideas on how to
find a suitable storage place for these archives. Does anyone have a dry outbuilding or a
small area of land, which could be built on and used for this purpose? And if so would you be
willing to allow this kind of use? Ideally this would be on communal land, but we don’t know
if this is possible. Please get in touch if you can help with a way forward. The collected
information is being stored digitally but of course some papers and maps and photos are of
great historical interest nationally and locally. Thank you
Angela Rimmer, Chairman. tel.01763 209160, e mail - rimmer551@btinternet.com
We wish all our members a Very Happy Christmas.
Bernard Meggitt, Angela Rimmer, Shirley Wittering, Editorial Team.

ED HARBUD AND THE DOGMA CATS
I lived in Thriplow for over 30 years; I played in two bands that rehearsed there very
regularly from late 1979 to mid. 1982 roughly.
From 1978 to probably early 1981, my band, ‘The Dogma Cats’ used the village hall on a
regular, probably weekly basis. We used to get the key from Sheila Andrews.
Reacting, as many did to the ‘Punk’ music surge of the times, in 1980 we started a record
label (along with another Cambridge band called Ersatz) called Leisure Sounds Records. We
released one 45rpm single called ‘Experts’. Wishing to capitalise on the minor triumph of the
single we decided to record a live album in the hall, to an audience of one, namely Mr Peter
Lawrence, who as mentioned gave me the nod on your hall photos desires. It served us well
and sold some quantity in the UK and Europe.
The Village Hall was a great place to rehearse, and as our guitarist, Steve’s dad (Dereck
Corben) was running the Green man at the time, a swift pint was always in order post
rehearsal.
From 1981-82 the band changed to ‘The Great Divide’, and we later went on to be signed by
a London Major label – ‘Ensign’, and released many more records.
By the start of 1983 the band had stopped live work as such and concentrated on recording,
for the most part in big studios, or at my home at the time, namely The School house,
Thriplow. Great fun was had by all.
I only have photos of the Dogma cats at the hall.

Ed Harbud on the drums of the Dogma Cats

An audience of one, Pete Lawrence listening to the music

Recorded on 28-7-1980, called live at the Dogma Café. Released on cassette as was then the
in-thing at the time. Centre, Richard Sell, Bass Guitar.

Ed Harbud

HERBAL LEGACY IN THE HEDGEROWS OF THRIPLOW
5. Elder – Sambucus nigra

Elder is one of the oldest and
most important herbs used
through the ages and described
as ‘omnimorbium’, being a
medicine chest in one plant. Its
abundant
white
flowers
clothing the countryside in
June herald the onset of
Summer and the clusters of
black berries in September
mark the end. The tree is
steeped in folklore mythology
and superstition, its wood has
many practical uses and the
leaves, flowers, berries, bark and at one-time, roots, wide medicinal applications.

Description:
Elder genus (Sambucus) is now, by genetics, a member of the Adoxaceae family (previously
Caprifoliaceae) being a deciduous shrub or small tree and having sweetish-musty 5-petaled
white flowers in umbel-shaped clusters. They appear in May – June and by September
become heavy with hanging bunches of juicy purplish-black berries (drupes). The pinnate
leaves with 3 or more paired ovate toothed-edge leaflets grow on stout twigs with a thick
white pith easily hollowed out. The branches are brittle and the tree’s fast growing is
relatively short-lived but produces a succession of new shoots from underground stems
around the base. This and the easy take with rapid growth of woody cuttings provided a very
fast growing hedge when needed. The European Elder (Sambucus nigra) is native to Europe
and found throughout most of the British Isles as shrubs and small trees (6-7m). Its habitat is
hedgerows, river banks, woods and waste ground, thriving in rabbit areas as they find it
unpleasant to eat. Birds feed on the ripe fruit and disperse the hard seeds by scattering and in
their droppings. The much less common American Elder (S Canadensis) with purple berries,
has become naturalised here with similar uses as our Elder. The red berried N. American
Elder (S racemose) has also naturalised, mainly in Scotland but is poisonous and not used
herbally. The Dwarf Elder (S ebulus) maximally 1.5m tall, was introduced from mainland
Europe for commercial black dye production and is uncommonly found in the wild. There is
no association of Elder (Sambucus) with the small Ground Elder (Aegopodium podagraria)
except for leaf shape and underground stems.

Name Origin:
Elder is generally considered to be derived from the Anglo-Saxon ‘Aeld’ meaning fire or
kindle probably from the corky pith used to start fires or from the hollowed stems to blow the
glowing tinder into flames. Further synonyms include ‘Pipe tree, Bore tree, Bour tree and
Black Elder’ (from the fruit colour). Other older names like ‘Eller, Ellhorn, Holler, Hylde
and Hyallantree’ refer to the ancient Danish sacred Goddess, ‘Hylde Moer, the Elder or

Earth Mother’. The generic ‘Sambucus’ named by Linnaeus may have originated from the
Latin ‘sambuca and Greek ‘sambuke’ meaning ‘small stringed musical instrument’ that could
have been made of Elderwood? The specie name ‘nigra’ from Latin ‘black’ refers to the
black fruit and dye colour.

Thriplow Sites:
The abundance of Elder in Thriplow in the hedgerows, woods and bare ground can only be
fully appreciated in the Summer with the white blossom in June to its black berries in
September. Good areas to find it are along the ‘Lower Gentleman’s Footpath’ from top of
Middle Street across to Church Street; along the track to Royston Fishing Lakes from upper
Church Street; From The Green along the farm track towards Brooke Road. There are many
small groups of Elder in the field hedges around Thriplow.

Folklore and Superstition:
Elder is not only one of the oldest known herbal plants but also one most steeped in folklore
and superstition. Legend suggests that Prometheus used the hollow stems of Elder to bring
fire from the Gods to man on earth. Elder leaf flint carvings have been found in Stone Age
burial sites. The Elder or Earth Mother, as noted above, was thought to live in the Elder and
with its mystical healing medicines, was considered a sacred tree. Later, elder branches were
buried in graves, hung over doorways and near livestock to protect against evil, and in
Medieval Periods, to ward off witches. Trees planted near houses were supposed to protect
against lightning strikes and bad fortune or even death would follow the cutting down or
burning an Elder tree. The cult of the pagan healing sacred Elder was so entrenched that
when the new Christianity came, it was forced to vilify the tree to encourage conversions.
Thus Jesus was said to have been crucified on an Elder wood Cross and Judas to have hung
himself on an Elder tree. If Elder branches were brought into a house, the family and animals
would be cursed. More mythically, witches broomsticks and wands, and even vampire-killing
stakes, were supposedly made from Elder! In spite of this long conflict between Elder as a
feared devil and witches’ tree and yet as a revered medicinal healing tree of life, the tree has
survived and thrives in the wild throughout the British Isles today.

Medicinal History and Uses:
Herbal use of the various parts of the Elder plant has been long recorded as with Hippocrates
(400BC), Dioscorides (AD40) and Pliny the Elder (AD70) all advising various extracts of
the flowers, berries and bark to be drunk for emetic, diuretic and purgative treatments. Over
the Centuries, Elder appears in most of the preserved Herbaria for treatments of a variety of
illness and ailments. In 1633, a Dr Blochwich published in Latin, a Treatise entirely on Elder
obtained from folk medicine and Herbalists’ sources. In it, all the different parts of the tree
are described for their medicinal uses (over 70 conditions covered) with many recipes even
for charms and amulets. From Hippocrates to the early 19C, illnesses even in Europe were
still considered to be due to an in-balance of the 4 Humors with their associated
Temperaments and their treatments with diet, medicines and blood-letting. Thus it is

understandable that the only medicines, herbal, were widely used to re-balance the Humors
and Temperaments especially in cleansing with purgatives, diuretics, emetics, expectorants
and diaphoretics (sweating). The Elder plants provided a whole range of medicinal extracts
that could give these treatments in the form of tinctures, poultices, ointments, teas, syrups and
glycerites and were greatly valued. This heroic Elder panacea of illnesses’ treatments is now
long past but Elder still has a place in the modern Herbalists’ pharmacopoeia and in homemade products. Thus Elder ointment is available for bruises, sprains and chilblains;
Elderflower hot teas for promoting sweating in the treatment of colds, flu and hay fever, and
cold teas for night sweats, hot flushes, fluid retention (mild diuretic) and as a facial wash.
Elderflower glycerite and cordial are available for sore throats, nasal congestion and hot
flushes. Elderberry syrup and glycerite is prescribed for cough colds and flu. Although many
of these have little scientific verification, interestingly the Elderberries besides having good
levels of VitC, B6 and iron, also have recently been shown to ward off or reduce the
symptoms of influenza. Research has shown the presence of a powerful neuraminidase
inhibiting agent – one that blocks the flu virus receptors used to enter healthy cells; similar to
Tamiflu vaccine. Also from Elderflower extract, a naturally occurring anti-histamine has
been isolated, quercetin, accounting for its success in treating hay fever. Home use of
Elderflowers includes the making of sparkling lemonade (Champagne-like), cordials, teas and
batter fritters. The ripe berries make preserves, excellent wines, pies and crumbles with
blackberries. The white wood has uses in carving and whittling, and the hollow stems in
crafting pipes, flutes, pea-shooters, pop-guns, and in sections, beads,

Poison Warning:
Most Elder species except the European one contains a cyanidin glycoside in the roots, bark,
seeds and leaves that is poisonous if ingested in quantity. Commercial products are no longer
sold or advised to be home-made except from our S nigra, although to be ultra-safe the
berries should be boiled before use.
So, when you walk around Thriplow next June and see the abundance of white Elderflower,
you will have perhaps a little more understanding of its long folklore and medicinal heritage.
The Elder as a revered tree of life and purity as so apply shown by Shakespeare (1602) in
‘The Merry Wives of Windsor’ (11.3.1126):
‘What says my Aesculapius? my Galen? my heart of Elder?’
Bernard Meggitt

CRAFTS AT DAFFODIL WEEKEND
When Bill and I and our two children, then aged 10 and 8 moved to Thriplow in December
1977, from Surrey, we soon heard about Daffodil Weekend. The following spring we walked
around the village visiting open houses such as the Bury where in the dining room was a
collection of large china dolls in beautiful clothes. Apparently when the children of the house
had a new outfit, so did the dolls. We also visited the Manor in Middle Street where the date

1563 was carved into one of the beams. But once the A11 was built, the risk of burglars
driving from London to Thriplow caused the insurers of these large houses to increase their
premiums, so gradually the houses stopped being open to visitors.
Many lovely gardens were also open to visitors. The smithy was open, small static steam
engines puttered away on the Green and teas were served in the school, village hall and a
large barn beside the footpath leading from Church Street to Middle Street through the
grounds of Manor Farm.
The following year I was asked if I would demonstrate my spinning in the top classroom at
the school. I was happy to do so and as I had just started running an evening class on
spinning at Melbourn Village College, a couple of my fellow spinners came too.

Spinning in the school 1980, friend Anita using the drop spindle and me on the wheel.
We continued demonstrating our crafts until it was decided the following year that the top
classroom would be needed for teas for Daffodil Weekend 1982.
When George Dellar brought our turkey round for Christmas 1981 we told him we had
nowhere to go the following Daffodil Weekend and he immediately said ‘Why don’t you use
our barn?’ He explained that in the past it had been used for village dances and plays; we
were very grateful and a fortnight before daffodil weekend we started to clear out the front
part of the tithe barn. By this time Bill was on the Daffodil Weekend Committee and the
Parish Council.
We swept the floor, stuffed newspapers in the holes in the walls, and covered the gaps above
the doors where the filling between the laths had fallen out, with sheet plastic. We pinned
sheets across the walls to give a plain background, we borrowed calor gas heaters from the
church and anyone else who had one; we borrowed the Christmas lights from Royston

Chamber of Commerce for a donation of £10 and strung them up round the top of the walls,
George very kindly supplying the electricity. We put down some spare carpet tiles for stall
holders to stand on to keep out the cold from the concrete floors. George lent us his turkey
tables and we borrowed some that Dr Coleman’s son had made for Daffodil Weekend
Committee. Chairs came from the Royal British Legion kept in the Village Hall. We
provided sheets to cover the tables, electric cables and points, and made tea, coffee and
homemade biscuits for the exhibitors during the day.

Jean Plisner spinning in the Tithe Barn 1985

Bill Wittering showing his painted Bargeware 1985

As several of us practiced more than one craft, we soon managed to get a team of craft people
to come each year; I have a list of 24 people coming to demonstrate their crafts between 1987
and 1991. We even managed to persuade Mark Deller to shear some of his sheep for a
couple of years but as Daffodil Weekend was usually in April, it was really too early for
sheep to be shorn and Mark had to keep them indoors until the weather was warmer, so it was
not practicable to continue.

Mark Deller and friend shearing sheep in the barn in 1985
As most of our visitors had come from towns and cities they had never seen sheep being
shorn before and one dear old lady was in tears as she watched Mark skilfully separate fleece
from sheep; ‘Oh Dear’ she cried, ‘The sheep will die now’!
Originally we had intended just to demonstrate our crafts as an attraction to draw visitors in
but gradually more people had crafts to sell, so we charged them 10% of their profits to go
towards Daffodil Weekend funds. We knew that they had quite extensive costs to provide
their crafts items and thought that a percentage of their Profits was only fair. Even so we
made a tidy amount each year to go towards the funds.
By 1991 Bill and I were beginning to form the nucleus which would eventually become the
Thriplow Society, so at the public meeting that year Bill retired after 14 years involved with
organising Daffodil Weekend and demonstrating our crafts to the visitors. We were pleased
when Margaret Shaw stood up at the meeting to give a vote of thanks for all we had done.
That year I put my spinning wheel away and travelled to Cambridge every week to study
Local History with the University’s Board of Continuing Education, little did I think that I
would be following this path for the next 20 years!
Shirley Wittering

The story of the founding of the Thriplow Society is told in the Journal Vol. 5:1, 1996.

Talks to the Society
August 18th – Professor Mike McCarthy – Accents and Dialects

Those who couldn’t come to our August meeting missed a thoroughly entertaining evening.
Our speaker was Professor Mike McCarthy and his subject was ‘Accents & Dialects –
Cambridgeshire and Beyond’.
Mike told us that his fascination for his subject started in 1974 after hearing recordings of
some of the elderly residents of Toft and surrounding villages talking about their lives during
the early part of the 20th century. Realising that local accents and dialects were threatened
with extinction he started researching into the “Linguistic Landscapes of the Cambridgeshire
Dialects” He explained that accents refer to the way in which we pronounce words and
dialects to the words we use, bringing together grammar, vocals and speech patterns of
particular geographical areas or social groups. Some specialists in the study of linguistics are
Antiquarians who study old documents, Grammarians who study grammar variations and
Orthoepists who study correct pronunciation. I think the latter was a new word for all of us!
Mike’s mimicry of accents was excellent and he gave us some amusing local expressions:As long as a yard of pump water (tall)
Straight as a pound of candles (thin)

In and out like a dog at a fair (busy)
Little old boy (or gel ) - (could be anyone between the ages of 8 & 80)
We were reminded of some ancient local words too – ‘Horkey’ (the feast at the end of
harvest) and paigles (cowslips).
The Thriplow Society has some recordings of interviews with past residents and Mike said
we must treasure these and keep recording.
The meeting was summed up beautifully by one member who, on leaving, simply said
“Wasn’t that fun?”
Pat Easthope

November 17th, ‘Conserving Traditional Buildings in Hertfordshire’ John Lloyd

Our speaker was Mr John Lloyd who gave an interesting account of the work his company
does in the local area. They include many ancient listed buildings and churches, some
monuments and statues. Many are part ruined and of course need special care by using
original materials if possible, or the most similar and practical available. It is a specialist job
and may require extra research before starting a project.
Work has been carried out in recent years on the Elm figure of a Blue Coat scholar in Ware
and on the remains of the clunch part of the church of St Mary The Lesser, which is all that is
left of it. Berg Cottage in Broadway is a National Trust property, which had become damp,
so a way had to be found to make it dryer. This was done with bricks using lime mortar and
filled with sheep’s wool and laths. Then it was all rendered with lime and chalk. This process
allows the walls to dry and let out moisture. Some of the rendering is done using wood
patterns pressed on to make a patterned finish.
Many jobs require scaffolding and stabilisation. One such was Alleyne’s School in Old
Stevenage.
Sometimes timber framed houses will have rotting timbers and these are replaced with wood
fibre boards to allow the walls to breath. Thin steel may be put in to reinforce where cracks
have formed. Hertford Castle walls were restored also.
Sometimes, such as Manor Farm at Hoggesdon, the whole place has to be dismantled and all
the wood pieces numbered ready for reconstruction.
Work was also done to clean the stonework of St Anne’s Church near Canary Wharf. This
was built by taxes raised at the port in the 1600s and is a Hawksmoor designed church. Ten
years ago there was a fire and the stones had to be cleaned by spreading cow gum on them,
then brushing it off, a non-invasive cleaning method. Distemper is used to repaint these old
walls. Other well-known sites which have had conservation work done are Waddesdon
Manor, the late 18th century home of the De Rothschild family where a pond lining was

restored, repairs to the stonework of St Albans Cathedral, and renewing the “bodged” repairs
to The Shell House in Hatfield Forest.
Angela Rimmer
October 20th – The Fowlmere man at the Battle of Trafalgar, 1815, John Barker.

As John Barker and subsequent Barker families have lived in Fowlmere and some in
Thriplow, this talk would be of considerable local history interest to Members and Bernard
Meggitt has agreed to write a full article for the Thriplow Society Journal next
year.

An illustration of people collecting a Yule log from Chambers Book of Days (1832)
Christmas Quiz: where did Yule, Yule Tide and Yule Log come from at Christmas?
Yule - Old Norse from ‘Houl’- wheel of the seasons, Celtic ‘Geol’, and Anglo-Saxon –
‘Guile’ all celebrating the Winter solstice (now Dec 22-3) with the shortest day and after, the
day lengthening again with the ‘re-birth of the sun’. The Celts thought the sun stopped for 12
days over this period. Early Christianity had Easter as the main Festival but in AD350 Pope
Julius 1st declared Dec 25th for Christmas celebration, Jesus’ official birthday. Soon after the
day was made a civic holiday and then, Advent was recognised with the period Christmas to
Epiphany (the 12 days of Christmas) becoming part of the festive season. Thus Christmas and
the Advent eventually supplanted the pagan solstice celebrations and Yule became
synonymous with Christmas; Yule tide with Christmas time and Yule log, with the
celebratory burning of the Christmas log from the Medieval period onwards.
Bernard Meggitt

Thriplow and the Civil War
There is a suggestion that the Sealed Knot, a civil war re-enactment group should come to
next year’s Daffodil Weekend; this set me thinking that as Thriplow featured largely in one
period of the Civil War, perhaps an article about how and when this happened might be of
interest.

By 1646 having won the First English Civil War, the soldiers of the New Model Army
became very discontented with the Long Parliament, for several reasons. Firstly, they had not
been paid regularly and at the end of hostilities, the conservative MPs in Parliament wanted
to either disband the Army or send them to fight in Ireland without receiving their back pay.
Secondly, since most Parliamentarians wanted to restore the King without major democratic
reforms or religious freedom, many soldiers asked why they had risked their lives in the first
place — a sentiment that was strongly expressed by their elected representatives.
Two representatives, called Agitators, were elected from each regiment. The Agitators with
two Army Officers from each regiment and the Generals formed a new body called the Army
Council which after a rendezvous (meeting) near Newmarket on Friday 4 June 1647 issued
"A Solemne Engagement of the Army, under the Command of his Excellency Sir Thomas
Fairfax" to Parliament on 8 June making their concerns known …
Having come under the influence of London radicals called the Levellers, the troops of the
Army proposed a revolutionary new constitution named the Agreement of the People, which
called for almost universal male suffrage, reform of electoral boundaries, power to rest with
the Parliament which was to be elected every two years (not the King), religious freedom and
an end to imprisonment for debt.
Increasingly concerned at the failure to pay their wages and by political manoeuvrings by
King Charles I of England and by some in Parliament, the army marched slowly
towards London over the next few months. It was feared that some regiments might be
disbanded with no back pay at all. The declaration was a politically astute move because the

soldiers were now bound to the Army Council and not the King or Parliament. In a letter
Fairfax explained that because the King was now with the Army (Cornet Joyce having taken
Charles I from Parliament's custody at Holdenby House), it had been agreed on 7 June that
Charles would be held at Newmarket under the guard of two regiments of Ironsides.
So that the Army and Parliament's commissioners could discuss the Engagement, without the
King present, Fairfax moved the rendezvous with the commissioners to "Triploe Heath" at 9
o'clock in on Thursday 10 June, which was as soon as was practicable.
At the Triploe Heath rendezvous the commissioners offers failed to pacify the New Model
Army, largely because the officers and men were aware of the steps that Parliament and the
City of London were taking against the Army, including an attempt to set up a rival army for
which they were willing to pay while still withholding arrears of pay from the New Model
Army. The Army rejected the commissioners’ offer and continued their slow advance
towards London. 1

Map showing Thriplow Heath where the Army encamped, the red line is the Newmarked Road (A505)

Thomas Carlyle remains the only source for how big the heath must have been, his comments
follow: "The force assembled was about twenty one thousand men, the remarkablest Army
that ever wore steel in this world......one of the remarkablest scenes our History ever had."
Thriplow references:July 1646
Captain Anthony Bourne, Triplow, County of Cambridge, 30 July 1646, begs to compound an
Oxford Articles for delinquency. Was a soldier in foreign parts, and refusing to take up arms
on either side, was treated as a malignant by Parliament, and forced to leave his home and
take refuge in Oxford, where he confesses he bore arms.
Calendar for the Committee for Compounding etc. 1643 – 1660
1

Wikipedia

There are only three entries for Bourne in the Church Registers, Captain Anthony Bourne,
Gent. (mentioned above) was buried in Thriplow on 16 May 1664. He lived at the Bury as he
is mentioned in the 1662 Hearth Tax as having 13 hearths. He obviously returned to his
home here as two of his son’s son Thomas were baptised in the church in 1666 and 1670.
April 1647
Sir Thomas Fairfax to Colonel Nicholas Kempson, at his quarters at Triplow. At the last
meeting of the officers of this Army at Saffron Walden, they were desired to make known to
their regiments the intention of Parliament to send a considerable force to Ireland, for
reducing of that kingdom, and also my wish to advance that service, and that if any officers
are not disposed to engage in person, they should yet make known my desire and votes of
both Houses for the encouragement of others. I therefore pray you to read this letter and the
votes to your regiment.
Calendar of state papers 1625 -1649
A question that has been puzzling historians for a long time is where were Colonel
Kempson’s quarters in Thriplow? But the juxtaposition of the two above documents reveals
that as Anthony Bourne left his home in Thriplow to follow the King who had moved his
court to Oxford, then his house, The Bury, would have been empty and Colonel Kempson
may well have moved into it. This is a very significant discovery.

Scratching on stone on south buttress of Church, now in the Smithy.
John Ll January Anno Dom 164? May be 7

Below is the front page of a leaflet ‘Printed in a Corner of Freedome, right opposite to the
Council of Warre, Anno Domini, 1649.’

The common puritan soldiers really believed that there would be universal suffrage under
Cromwell and were upset when it seemed that this was not the intention of the officers of the
New Model Army. It would be another 270 years before there was Universal Suffrage in the
United Kingdom.
Shirley Wittering

The Thriplow Society Archives – a request for help
The Society is a local history group. In 2017 the group will celebrate its 25 year anniversary.
Over this time we have collected many maps, historical documents and local photos of
village families, properties, events and landscapes. At present these are stored in a committee
member’s spare bedroom which is not ideal. The committee are asking for ideas on how to
find a suitable storage place for these archives. Does anyone have a dry outbuilding or a
small area of land, which could be built on and used for this purpose? And if so would you be
willing to allow this kind of use? Ideally this would be on communal land, but we don’t know
if this is possible. Please get in touch if you can help with a way forward. The collected
information is being stored digitally but of course some papers and maps and photos are of
great historical interest nationally and locally. Thank you
Angela Rimmer, Chairman. tel.01763 209160, e mail - rimmer551@btinternet.com

One plant that does like salt and is spreading throughout the country along
motorways is THE DANISH SCURVY GRASS
(Cochlearia Danica) which usually grows on the
coast has been found 100 miles inland on the A1
slip road in Cambridgeshire after gritters created
suitable conditions
The weed, which has tiny flowers, is usually found
along the coast of Britain, but it started spreading
inland in the 1980s.
Experts believe it has spread even more rapidly this spring as a result of the warm
sunny weather and the high levels of salt put on the road by gritters over the winter.
'It is amazing, there is no other species of wild flower that has spread so quickly,'
said Dominic Price, of charity Plantlife. 'It is a very good Spring for plants and the
recent warm weather means the scurvy grass is even more visible this year. 'Just 20
years ago it was largely confined to coastal areas and only seen by a few people,
now it has become a very common sight on Britain's motorways.'
The Rev Keble Martin (1965) reports it growing inland on railways ballast. My Collin’s
Guide (1955) says it is rarely inland on railway tracks.
See http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-21123964
Shirley Wittering

School Log Book 1917
One hundred years ago, Britain was in the middle of the First World War, the Thriplow
School Log Book recorded the following:
October 19 – Children went blackberrying, but rain came on and the expedition was a failure.
November 9 – Two boys – Francis Abrey and Fredk Barker returned to school after being
absent for summer work on the land. Average attendance for the week 70.9, number on the
books 77.
December 7 – Miss Lofts (teacher) absent from school on Wednesday owing to a brother
being home on last leave.
December 21 – Concluded examinations. Rev A Robbs visited on Friday morning and
addressed the children on Christmas. Miss A R Ellis visited and distributed Xmas presents to
the children; children dismissed as soon as gifts had been distributed. School closed for
Xmas holidays, one fortnight.

The Mystery of the Missing Banner
Most of us are familiar with banners and flags, some rather dusty and tattered hanging in
cathedrals and large churches showing coats of arms, or religious images. Did Thriplow have
any banners?
A survey of Church goods belonging to Thriplow Church dated 1278 states that the Church
has eight banners; a further inventory taken in 1552 under the instructions of the boy King
Edward sixth does not mention any banners. If there were any it is probable that they had
been removed under the puritan reign of the King.
The next Inventory is not until 1909; it is mentioned in an Inventory book started by the Rev.
Edward Connybeare in 1896 and was intended to show everything that had been given or
acquired by the Church. Two banners are mentioned. The Rev W K Suart entered – A Silk
Banner, mounted on a wooden pole and cross-bar. Made and presented by Mrs Suart. This
is in a tattered condition and beyond repair, SWR, April 1960.
The second entry records – Banner of St George mounted on a pole and cross-bar. Presented
and painted by Mr C Grey, artist, Cambridge.
No other banners are mentioned in this book which stopped in 1967.

I can remember a banner or two in the church in the late 1970s and early 1980s.
The picture shows Lillian
Turner who started the group
that made the kneelers,
demonstrating her work at
Daffodil Weekend, 1981.
Leaning against the wall
behind her is a banner,
probably belonging to the
Mother’s Union.

In August the Churchwardens’ notice was directed to a sale in Florida, USA, of a Banner of
St George, Thriplow.
Attached is the picture of this St George Banner. On the back is a St George Cross.

Unfortunately, the banner was sold before the churchwardens had a chance to claim it.
Perhaps some day, some kind owner might present it to the church.
Shirley Wittering
NB. This article was written at the same time as that in the Thriplow and Fowlmere News
but because the Journal comes out much later it may seem rather out of date!

Gleanings
Many thanks to Mrs Joanna Barker for the gift of a Silver Jubilee mug which was given to all
the Thriplow School children in 1977.

This year is the 250th anniversary of the founding of Addenbrook’s Hospital and Thriplow
has a very small part in that history. Addenbrookes opened in 1766 and only seven years
later in 1773 the Overseers paid for Widow Farnham, nee Susannah Nottage of Thriplow, to
be taken to hospital where she seems to have stayed for three months and given 4s while she
was there. It seems old people who had no-one to care for them were given respite care in
hospital.2
The Thriplow Society has a surplus of its Journals and is happy to provide these to anyone
who wishes to complete their collection. Some of the very early ones are scarce or missing
but we can photocopy our editions for you. We propose selling them for £1 per volume (3
Journals). If you would like some please get in touch with Shirley Wittering 01763 208269,
shirley.wittering@thriplow.org.uk with a list of which volumes you need.
The Thriplow Society Archives – a request for help
The Society is a local history group. In 2017 the group will celebrate its 25 year anniversary.

2

Shirley Wittering, Parochial variation in poor relief expenditure in Thriplow Hundred c. 1770 – 1815, p. 50

Over this time we have collected many maps, historical documents and local photos of village
families, properties, events and landscapes. At present these are stored in a committee member’s spare
bedroom which is not ideal. The committee are asking for ideas on how to find a suitable storage
place for these archives. Does anyone have a dry outbuilding or a small area of land, which could be
built on and used for this purpose? And if so would you be willing to allow this kind of use? Ideally
this would be on communal land, but we don’t know if this is possible. Please get in touch if you can
help with a way forward. The collected information is being stored digitally but of course some papers
and maps and photos are of great historical interest nationally and locally. Thank you
Angela Rimmer, Chairman. tel.01763 209160, e mail - rimmer551@btinternet.com

