Editorial
I’ll put a girdle round about the Earth
In forty minutes.
Robin Goodfellow, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Wm Shakespeare
For those of you who are able to access the Internet, the Thriplow Journals from 1992
to 2012 are now on-line and available for people throughout the world to read. It is a
sobering thought that in a flick of a switch people across the world can read what we
in our small island have written. Shakespeare was obviously entranced with the idea,
but even he did not imagine the sheer speed and enormity of what we now enjoy. I’m
sure that most Local History Societies have overseas members keen to trace their
ancestors from the old country. The World Wide Web puts a girdle around the earth
connecting all these people.
Elsewhere in this Journal is an appeal set up by Anthony Cooper in memory of his
wife Mary to install a kitchen and toilets in the Church. We have several members
from Australia, New Zealand, the United States and Canada; a donation from them
would be a grand opportunity to help the home of their forebears move into the
twenty first century.
Every Daffodil Weekend, we put up an exhibition from our archives in the gazebo by
the Smithy on the Green. This year it was decided to commemorate the centenary of
the First World War 1914 – 1918. Geoffrey Axe and Shirley Wittering were asked to
do this. At first we thought there would be few photographs and documents from one
hundred years ago, but Geoff has a talent for finding details from unusual sources and
Shirley finds it fascinating analysing old photographs, so between us we have
probably had the best exhibition so far. We would like to thank Jean Tomlinson for
helping sort out the pictures prior to the exhibition.
We will also be putting up this display at the Thriplow Society’s AGM on April 17th
so that those members who were too busy at Daffodil Weekend to visit the Smithy
can see what we have done.
Angela Rimmer and Shirley Wittering, Joint Editors.

THE MARY COOPER OPEN CHURCH APPEAL
The project is named in memory of Mary Cooper who lived in Thriplow for 18 years
until a severe stroke left her so disabled that she had to be cared for by the Hope
Nursing Home in Cambridge, where she passed away in 2012.

It is through her husband Anthony Cooper’s generous gift that we are able to carry out
the first phase (marked B and D on the plan) of the development. For more
information with details of where to send your donation look on the Thriplow web site
- http://thriplow.org.uk/building-improvements-the-mary-cooper-open-churchproject.php

FAREWELL HOME AND COUNTRY

On March 13th 2014 Thriplow and Fowlmere Women’s Institute was
closed until a new committee could be found. After 91 years, with a short
gap during the last war, Thriplow and later Fowlmere and Thriplow W I
have flourished and supported the women of our villages.
Thriplow W I was founded on March 13th 1923, and closed exactly 91
years to the day. In 1923 there were 31 members led by their first
President Mrs Robbs, the wife of the then Vicar and the secretary was
Mrs G Hayward. The talks ranged from First Aid to Plant Life and there
were demonstrations of Toy Making, How to pot up Bulbs and
Renovating clothes. The competition was won by Mrs Stockbridge and a
successful Summer Fete was organised.

In the Thriplow Society archives there are some items given by Miss May
Parker who was President many times over the years. One such is the
programme for 1925 (see below). It is made of brown sugar paper tied
with red yearn; the inserted pages are roneod (a forerunner of
photocopying).

When Bill and I were married and moved to our new home in Harold,
Bedfordshire, I joined the W I as a way of meeting people and making
friends. When we moved to Dockenfield, Surrey, I joined the W I there
and made many friends, so, of course I did the same when we moved to
Thriplow in 1977. Violet (Girlie) Baker was president and had been for
13 years; no-one was prepared to take her place! After a few years, I
became President and introduced the rule that Presidents must change
every three years. We entered many craft competitions and did very well.
We put an entry in The Cambridgeshire Village Book, published in 1989
and when Jill Rolfe was President we entered a competition to produce a
slide show about Daffodil Weekend. I took the W I Home Economics
Certificate in Machine Knitting and went to Denman College,
Oxfordshire, run by the W.I three times. Once on a Machine Knitting
course and twice with the Cambridgeshire Federation on an Art course.
The Federation hired a coach and we took over Denman House and we
had a wonderful time. I also acted several times as Delegate to the AGM
held at the Royal Albert Hall, London. The sensation of several thousand
women singing ‘Jerusalem’ at full volume with the Albert Hall Organ is
an experience never to be forgotten.

The W I movement was started in 1897 at Stoney Creek, Ontario, Canada
by Adelaide Hoodless when her first baby died, due she felt, to her
ignorance about food hygiene. Her aim was to help rural women cope
with managing a home. By 1902 there were 36 W Is and by 1912 there
were 800. In 1915 Mrs Alfred Watt travelled to Britain and the first W I
was set up in Llanfair PG on the Isle of Anglesey. During the war with
the men away fighting, it was vitally important that food was produced
for home consumption and the W I played an important part in teaching
country women rural crafts such as jam making, bottling, canning fruit
and making clothes. W I Markets were set up in 1932 to support the
farmers and to provide anyone who could cook, sew, grow or preserve
things with an outlet by which they could earn a little money. By 1988
their annual turnover was £8,250,000. Our nearest W I Markets are at
Great Shelford on a Wednesday morning and Royston Market on a
Saturday Morning.
Browsing through the old records, I see that in 1930 the President was
Mrs H B Jackson; the subscription was two shillings a year (it is now in
the region of £30); Committee members took it in turn to refresh the
flowers in the War Memorial Vase. In 1954 the W I started the Keep
Britain Tidy campaign, one of the most successful movements of its then
39 years. Other Presidents over the years were Mrs G O Vinter, Mrs W
Deller, Lady Robinson and Lady Walston. In 1942 Thriplow W I was
closed for the duration of the war together with the balance of funds of
1shillings and five pence halfpenny.
Fowlmere W I closed in 1990 and joined with the Thriplow group.

Unveiling a plaque by a Maple Tree on the Green commemorating the
Women’s Institute 60th Jubilee in 1965.
The tree was planted by May Parker President in 1965 and the plaque was
unveiled by Shirley Wittering, President in 1990, only 25 years late!
Shirley Wittering

THRIPLOW’S WATER COURSES
IN the Journal for Spring 2001 (Vol.9/3) we published an article about the floods of
2000/1. We thought it might be interesting to readers to reprint it. We have not been
flooded, so far, this year, but other parts of the country have had a terrible time.
Memories are short and ditches soon get clogged up.
To those of us not born in the village, the amount of water in the parish this
year has come as an eye opener. To those born here it takes them back to their
childhood, though even they cannot remember so much water as we have had this
winter. The centre of Thriplow lies within a loop of harder chalk called Melbourn
Rock, through which water percolates and acts as a spring line. Thus the amount of
water we have had this winter (over 40% more than normal) has saturated the ground
and is now overflowing onto the surface. We had 3.3 inches of water in February
compared with a February average of 1.4 inches. How did former inhabitants of
Thriplow cope with this amount of water in similar wet seasons in the days when less
water was abstracted? One only has to walk around the village to see evidence of how
well they knew the lie of the land and how well they understood how to direct and
control the surplus water.
While much water stands in pools in fields and on the Green, their curved
edges show that this is just water surfacing from waterlogged ground and finding its
own level. But take a walk along the View footpath from Middle Street towards
Church Street, and the ditch that runs from Barenton’s Manor soon takes a sharp bend
to the left along the valley bottom towards Pigeon’s Close, showing that the stream
which flows from the springs which rise there, was channelled at some time in the
past through pastures where the surplus water would enable good grass to grow for
feeding stock. Thriplow like most villages within South Cambridgeshire is mainly
arable and pasture has always been scarce and more valuable than arable land. The
enclosure map of 1840 shows the water then dividing and flowing around the edge of
Pittensaries (Pigeon’s Close), probably to drain the land. Villagers recall that field
was always full of water in the winter.
This year (2000) for the first time for many years the moat around The Bury is
full of water. This is a complicated series of ditches probably built sometime in the
14th century both as a status symbol and as a way of draining another low lying area
of land. When a new sewer was put in along the drive of the Bury, the drain from the
moat was blocked so the water from the moat ran into Lena Browne’s garage, up to
her house and flowed across the road to another ditch opposite Bassets. This has now
been remedied but for several weeks she was marooned behind sandbags. The water
has now been diverted but seems to be forming a pond outside Bassetts. On the 1840
map this is shown as a pond anyway. See map.
Another complicated moated area is Barenton’s Manor and the Rectory Farm
complex. The 1840 map shows several arms forming part of this system and maybe
the moat at one time ran from the manor across Middle Street down Balls Lane taking
a sharp right hand bend just before Lewis and Ruth Stone’s house and along the

boundaries of the houses between there and the Rectory Farm and finally drained into
the farm pond. This system has been breached at some time and the water running
down Balls Lane from Middle Street has nowhere to go and part of our Yew hedge
died after standing with its roots in the water for so long. Likewise the water from the
Rectory Pond is now overflowing into the field behind. The map shows a ditch
running along the front of the Rectory and taking a left hand bend into Narrow Lane
where the ditch is some six feet deep. A man-hole cover in the lane just past the
houses in Middle Street shows where the well for Cowlings used to be.
Water can reveal features much as aerial photographs can, and a fascinating
sight greeted Lewis and Ruth Stone as the water gradually rose in the wood behind
their house. A series of straight edged ditches with right angled bends showed up
revealing the boundaries of the two areas of ground described in the Manor Court
Rolls of 1677 as “Two Groves of wood called Burrells and Pantons”. An earlier
document of 1587 spells the two pieces of land “Beurells and Pontewaes”. Does
Pontway suggest there was a bridge there?2

One of the man-made ditches in Lewis Stone’s wood, 2001
Other documents reveal the extent of maintaining the watercourses of the
village. The Overseers’ accounts for Thriplow from 1765-1789 show a total of 771
days in which the Overseers paid unemployed men to dig ditches, reaching a peak in
1780 when 234 days labour was paid for. Was this year exceptionally wet? A look at
the rainfall records for England and Wales show the annual rainfall for the year was
certainly wet at 900 mm. (The average December rainfall for England and Wales over
the period 1961-90 was 796 mm). The ditching was carried out from May to the end
of July 1780.2

The ditches in Newditch Plantation at the Bury were dug during this time. The
Overseers of the Poor paid ten able-bodied unemployed men to dig out the ditches
spending £10-9s on ditching during 1780;.A pauper could earn six shillings a week
for this type of work, compared with eight shillings a week earned by an agricultural
labourer.3 See map.
Part of the problem we have had this winter is certainly the amount of rainfall,
but another cause has been the blocking, culverting and filling up of drains and
ditches. We have had so many years without much rain that when new houses have
been built existing ditches have been seen as unnecessary and filled in. As mentioned
before a prime example is the ditch that runs down Balls Lane beside our house; it
used to turn right at the bottom of the garden and run along the end of the
neighbouring gardens into Rectory Farm pond. As the houses have been built along
Middle Street these ditches have become filled in and now the water has nowhere to
go. (Similarly the new houses in Church Street have blocked the drains, causing
flooding to Manor Farm.)
The map is taken from the 1840 Enclosure map showing how much water
there was when the map was drafted. The rather interesting moat system around the
Bury was probably made in the 14th century when it was fashionable to dig moats as
part of a garden, but it obviously performed a very valuable job of draining the low
lying ground during wet years. The moat around Barenton’s Manor in Middle Street
was also made in the 14th century.
The springs by The View footpath rise in Spring most years but in 2000 they
rose in Autumn also. It can be seen from the map how the water was directed through
the fields to Pigeon’s Close (then Pittensaries and belonging to the Bishop of Ely),
and thence across School Lane into the Wash Pit, becoming The Brook and eventually
flowing into the Cam. The water from The Bury flows down Lower Street, across the
Green (where it has been culverted) and through Thriplow Meadows to join the
Brook.
Before the drains were dug and the water diverted and controlled, the lower
parts of the village probably formed a large shallow lagoon every winter. In the
summer the water may have receded leaving lush meadows for cattle to graze on. This
abundance of fresh water and good grass probably attracted man to settle here. They
probably built their houses on the higher and dryer ground such as Church Street, and
this is certainly where they buried their chieftains. It is interesting to speculate as to
where the Saxons buried their dead; near the Tumulus? Beneath where the present
church is? Perhaps one day we shall find out.

Map of Thriplow showing water systems, 1840

Map of Thriplow showing water systems 2001

The foregoing article was written in 2001; this year the water has risen even more, but it
started later and doesn’t seem to be lasting as long and hasn’t caused so much damage. As
the rainfall chart shows 2012 was also a high water year, so it does seem that we are getting
more rain lately. But 30 years is a very short time in the grand scheme of things and in a few
more years we may be complaining of drought yet again.
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Shirley Wittering
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A PICTORIAL CONUNDRUM
In October 2013, Thriplow School celebrated its 150th anniversary; several people gave or
lent old pictures of the school and its pupils, and two of these caused a great deal of interest.
They were similar in costume and pose, both seeming to celebrate May Day or St George’s
Feast. In picture 1, the boys are wearing buttonholes of flowers, the girls and small boys are
holding garlands of flowers and the adults have corsages of flowers although it is difficult to
see what the flowers are, maybe they were artificial. Some of the boys have Eton Collars and
one boy is wearing a sailor suit, two boys are wearing lace collars so was obviously a special
day. They are also wearing knee length britches with long socks and boots. The girls, of
course, are all wearing white pinafores to keep their dresses clean.

Picture 1, Celebrating May Day or Thriplow Feast Day (St George’s Day)
The child in the middle second row from front is dressed up, maybe as May Queen and is
holding a board which by dint of reversing the colours I managed to extract ‘Thriplow, May
30th. And the beginnings of the year 18??

I went on line to see if the womens’ costumes could help in dating the picture –
http://www.rogerco.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk/time/time.htm Of course teachers would wear
practical clothes for school and maybe not in the height of fashion but the leg of mutton
sleeves of the head teacher and the puffed shoulders of the other women seemed to point to
somewhere between 1880 and 1890.
The second picture is similar in that the senior boys are wearing buttonholes, some of the
boys are wearing Eton Collars and two boys are wearing sailor suits which became popular in
the 1870s. The head teacher (the only woman) is wearing a much simpler form of sleeve

Picture 2. With Vicar of Thriplow Rev. Thomas Andrew.
The picture shows a large glass house behind the group. The plants can be seen on the upper
ledges of it. Katherine Martin pointed out that where the children in picture 1 were sitting
was where the glass house is in picture 2. The first striped archway over the three arched
window can also be seen through the glass. But, this is where the puzzle comes in. The vicar

the Rev. Thomas Andrew shown in the picture, died in 1874. Picture 3 and 4 are the front
and back of his memorial photo.

Picture 3. Memorial card for Rev Thomas Andrew

Picture 4. Back of card.

Picture 5 is a postcard of the school showing the glass house, although from a slightly
different angle. This postmark on the postcard is 19th January ’06, that is 1906.

Picture 5 – Postcard of school with glasshouse.

Picture 6 – Back of postcard with postmark 1906

So our problem is, did the glasshouse stand from just before 1874 when the picture of the Rev
Andrew was taken until after 1906, a period of 32 years without looking any the worse? Or
did the sender of the postcard happen to have an old postcard to send her friend Mrs Bell?
There is another answer, in the ‘Family Tree’ magazine of March 2011 which I was browsing
through, I came across an article about how to date old photos* which mentioned that
sometimes a picture was printed on an older background, though it seems a very unusual
thing to do in this case.
I think the answer is that probably the person who sent the card in pictures 5 and 6 either had
the card by her or bought the card from the Thriplow Shop while she was on her visit to
Thriplow and then sent it. If anyone knows the date or has a postcard like it, please let me
know, I should be really interested to know the answer.
*Family Tree magazine March 2011 page 96
Shirley Wittering

Gleanings
Thank You to Brian Cutter for the gift of some Victorian saws and other tools for our
collection in the Smithy.
Thank You to Pete Lawrence and Mike Pollard for photographs of their relatives in army
uniform for our World War I exhibition at Daffodil Weekend.
The AGM of the Thriplow Society is Thursday April 17th 2014 at 8.0pm in the Village
Hall. After a short Business meeting there will be a ‘Show and Tell’ at which members are
encouraged to bring anything of interest that they have found or own relating to the Village.
There will be tables for these items and we hope their owners will talk about them to those of
us visiting the table. The Thriplow Society Daffodil Weekend exhibition ‘Thriplow at War –
1914 -1918’ will be put up and probably some of the Society’s photo albums. There will also
be refreshments.
Don’t forget that your subs will be due at the AGM; we have kept the amount at £7 per
household which for seven talks and two outings plus three Journals, is, I think you will
agree, very good value.
We are very sorry to hear that, after 91 years, the Fowlmere and Thriplow Women’s
Institute has closed. More about its history is elsewhere in this Journal.
Thank you to all who helped in setting up and stewarding over Daffodil Weekend. Geoff
Axe and Jean Tomlinson for setting up the exhibition. David Easthope, Geoff Axe, Kit
Jackson, Michael Moule, Nick Wittering, Michael Braithwaite, Judy and Mike Murch,
Brenda Meggit for putting up the gazebo and stewarding over the weekend. Thanks too to
our two hardworking Blacksmiths, Peter and his apprentice Edward and Simon.
The first meeting of 2014/15 is on May 15th when Steve Woolford will be telling us about
Duxford and the First World War which should be very interesting, especially as it
connects with our exhibition.
At the AGM the present Committee will be standing down but they are all happy to stand
again for re-election. If there is anyone who would like to join the Committee, please find a
proposer and a seconder and let us know as soon as possible.

 

