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EDITORIAL

A very Happy New Year to all members of the Society! We trust that the year 2002 will
prove to be beneficial to Thriplow and all residents in every way. Nationally there will be
great celebrations this year over the Queen’s Golden Jubilee, and Thriplow intends to
play its part in the days between the 1st and the 4th of June. We hear that a Village
Gathering, to be held in a Marquee on the village green is contemplated, and that a
traditional Street Party is being organised in Sheralds Croft. It is hoped that the Thriplow
Society will make its contribution to the evening’s entertainment by supplying the form
and part of the script for a sketch of “Daffodil Weekend Through The Ages”, to be
produced by TADS. No doubt we shall have more to say in a later issue about this
remarkable commemoration of the long reign of the Queen.
All of you will have seen the new building at the school. Congratulations to the architect
for a design that matches so well the existing nineteenth century building and its
surroundings. The children of today will find it difficult to realise that at the turn of the
last century there were as many as one hundred boys and girls attending the school in the
one main building overlooking the present playground. A short piece on the history of
the school can be found in this issue.
Once again the Society has been responsible for the illuminated Christmas tree outside
the Village Hall. We are grateful to Betty and Cliff Parker for the gift of the tree; it was
much admired throughout the festive season.
On Sunday, 8th December a small party of members of the Society visited the Welney
Wildlife Trust’s Reserve near Littleport in the Fens. We were there to see the remarkable
flocks of swans and ducks that gather on these wetlands at this time of the year. The
birds are fed at 3.30 and again at 6.30 and from the large heated hide it is a wondrous
sight to see the majestic swans, (there are literally hundreds of them), gliding to the
scattered food, and surrounded by virtual armies of small Pochard ducks. From the hide
windows the picture of floodlit birds against the black winter sky resembles a natural
Swan Lake Ballet. Do go and see it before the birds depart in the Springtime.
On Friday, 18th January our talk was by David Mc Ormish on the recent archaeological
work of English Heritage. A good audience heard of work carried out at sites around
Cambridgeshire, as well as in Sussex, Dorset, and Cumbria. Please note our next event:
the annual social, a Dance in the Village Hall to the music of the Tony Budd Trio on
Saturday, 16th February, from 8.0pm, with a splendid hot buffet supper and a glass of
wine all for £10. See you there!
Joint Editors,Peter Speak and Shirley Wittering.

‘NEVER DARKEN MY DOOR AGAIN’
A real life Victorian melodrama in Thriplow.

ne of the greatest clichés of the Victorian melodrama is the picture of the stern father
sending his erring unmarried daughter clutching her newborn baby out into the dark
snowy night with the words, ‘Never darken my door again’. Recently I came across just
such a story, but this time the people were real and the action took place between
Thriplow and Cambridge.
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The story was drawn to my attention one day by Gill Shapland of the Cambridgeshire
Record Office, showing me the record of an inquest on a baby that had died in Cambridge.
His mother came from Thriplow and the name sounded familiar – Berry. There had been a
vicar of Thriplow named Butler Berry; I looked him up, yes, he was Vicar of Thriplow from
1789-1832. He was also Vicar of Chrishall and Foxton, although he lived and died in
Thriplow. He married Mary Reynard from Cambridge in 1794 and they had six children.
Mary died in 1806 and eight years later Butler Berry married his second wife Mariabella
Mark of Thriplow with whom he had three more children. He was a typical late eighteenth
century Anglican, having plural livings from each of which he received an income; it was
said of him that ‘he used to ride round on horseback, and if he found no congregation at one
church he passed on to the next and so on’ 1.
His eldest son Butler William Berry was made a churchwarden by his father in 1827
and stayed as such until his father’s death in 1832. An entry in the baptism register of
Thriplow for May 7th 1815 records the baptism of Louisa the daughter of Butler William and
Sarah his wife with the rather intriguing note written by the vicar Butler Berry “The legality
of this marriage above is now depending in Doctors Commons”. Butler William was only 20
years old and therefore under age, and lacking any entry of his marriage in the registers, it
seems possible that this was a runaway marriage with which his father did not agree.
The story of the tragic happenings of the winter of 1838/9 was fully covered in the
Cambridge Chronicle.2 The newspaper came down firmly on the side of the mother and child
and presented the other actors in the story, especially the overseer and the magistrate, as
heartless and unfeeling. This is what happened.
“On Friday the 11th inst, an inquest was held at the Dolphin, in New Town,
(Cambridge) before Mr Cooper, coroner for this borough, on view of the body of Edgar
Berry, an illegitimate child, aged about four months.”
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G.O.Vinter The Church of St George or All Saints in Thriplow, some notes, 1951 p.9
Cambridge Chronicle, 19th and 26th January 1839.

In 1836 Louisa and her father William Butler Berry moved to Cambridge and lodged
in one of Mr Gotobed’s houses in Union Road in the parish of St Andrew the Less.3
Whatever happened between then and 1838 when both Louisa and her father were examined
by the Magistrates because they had no means of support we shall probably never know.
Willam stated that his rent was being paid by his brother. Maybe all had been well until
Louisa became pregnant when it seems her father and she fell out. Louisa had never worked
so had no claim upon the Overseers’ of the parish of St Andrew the Less; they had given her
some support, but once she had the baby they were obviously alarmed at having another
pauper to feed and clothe, so they claimed she was the responsibility of Thriplow.
James Howell one of the overseers of St Andrew the Less, deposed that, on the 12th October
last, he obtained a Magistrate’s order for the removal of the deceased, and his mother, from
St Andrew the Less to Triplow.
The child was sickly and the doctor reluctant to allow it to travel. Eventually the child
was pronounced well enough to travel, and with his mother was taken in a carriage to
Thriplow.
They were removed on the 18th December, in a fly, at the insistence of Mr Cribb, the surgeon,
who had stated that the child was in that weak state that a fly was indispensably necessary.”
Two notices of Thriplow’s responsibility were sent to William Clark, the overseer,
which he acknowledged. Once in Thriplow, Louisa went to Mr William Clark, but he refused
to help her find shelter or to give her any money. She went to a friend, Mrs Sheldrick, who
gave her supper and a bed for the night. She had borrowed two shillings from her mother but
had no other means of support. The next day Wm Clark told her that he had nowhere he
could put her, as there was no poorhouse in Thriplow. She spent another night at Mrs
Sheldrick’s and the next morning went to see Mr Metcalfe the magistrate who was also the
Rector of Fowlmere. Reports of what happened at the meeting conflict; Louisa said that Mr
Metcalfe had laughed at her for going to Thriplow and said she should go back to Cambridge;
Mr Metcalfe said he told her that she belonged to Thriplow and should be relieved there, but
that she would be sent to the workhouse for so doing.
Again Louisa asked Mr Clarke for help in getting back to Cambridge, but he refused
and would give her nothing. All she had was two shillings lent her by her mother, so the same
day, the 20th December, Louisa wrapped her ailing baby just three months old, in two shawls,
and started the nine-mile walk back to Cambridge. The weather as reported in the Cambridge
Chronicle was very cold and snowy, with a wind frost.
Edgar Berry died nine days later on January 7th.
On January 11th. at the inquest into his death, Dr Cribb the surgeon who examined the
baby said that he had died of a badly diseased left lung which could have been caused by
exposure to cold or exacerbated by cold if the condition was already in existence. The child
was emaciated and had received but a teaspoon of bread and milk the night before his death.
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Cambridge Record Office, Examination Order 12th October 1838.

When asked, Louisa said that she had fed her baby arrowroot and bread and milk. She had
not called the doctor as Mr Metcalfe the magistrate from Foulmire had told her she had no
right to do so.
When Louisa’s father William Butler Berry was questioned he complained that Mr
Clark, the overseer of Thriplow had refused to pay for a coffin for the child or to pay
anything towards its burial. He stated that he had told Mr Clark, that he could do what he
wanted with the child, throw it to the hogs if he pleased. He stated that he would not pay for
the child even if he could afford it, its father should do that.
On summing up, the Coroner told the jury that it was their job to decide whether the
child had died as a result of exposure to the cold and neglect by the overseer of Thriplow, and
if this was the case, whether Mr William Clark, was guilty of manslaughter. The jury were
away a short time and on summing up said that ‘Louisa was very poor and impotent and
unable to provide for herself and that the said Edgar Berry, an infant of tender years and
unable to provide for himself and in extreme sickness and weakness of body’. They further
said that ‘William Clarke knowing this obstinately, contemptuously and feloniously did
neglect and refuse to receive and provide for the said Edgar Barry, who as a result of such
neglect was on the 18th, 19th and 20th December exposed to cold and inclemency of the
weather and want of due shelter, care and other necessities requisite for an infant of such
tender age in such sickness and weakness…….occasioned by and through the unlawful,
obstinate and contemptuous and felonious neglect by the said William Clark, did die.
And the jurors on their oath do say that William Clark by such neglect did kill and slay the
said Edgar Berry.’
William Clark was then committed to Cambridge Goal on a charge of manslaughter, but was
released on bail five days later on January 16th. Mr Gunning the vicar of Thriplow, appeared
for Mr Clark and paid the sum of £100 plus four sureties of £25.
The last record of this case is in the printed calendar of Prisoners of the Town Goal,
for 23 March 1839. Under OUT ON BAIL is listed ‘William Clark, aged 39, Farmer (well),
charged on suspicion with feloniously killing and slaying Edgar Berry in the parish of St
Andrew the Less in this Town.’
rd

This tragic tale raises more questions than it answers, why was Louisa’s father living
in Cambridge, in a lodging house and why was his rent paid for by his brother? Why did
Louisa’s mother only lend her 2 shillings and not give it to her? Why did William Clarke
refuse relief to Louisa and her baby, when he had acknowledged that Thriplow were
responsible for them by not appealing against the order of removal? As granddaughter of a
long serving vicar of Thriplow why was she treated so shabbily? We shall probably never
know.

Shirley Wittering

THE MILLENNIUM WINDOW
Statement of Account

We are pleased to report that the Society, through the generosity of its members, has
been able to meet all the costs of the new stained glass window in the Church The
bills are now settled and a statement of account now follows. Thank you so much to
all who contributed to the cost of this project, and particularly to Shirley Wittering,
who drafted the original elements of the design, and kept in touch with the artist
throughout.

Payment to the Artist, Ann Sotheran, for the design, construction, and installation of
the window: £1800
Payment to Church Architect, for discussion with Artist and supervision of work:
£142.52
Total Cost to Society

£2,022.52.

Contributors
L. Berman
Betty and Cliff Parker
Lena Browne
Moira Percival
Duncan Brierley
Barbara and Malcolm Pointon
Toni Charter
Arthur Rowe
John and Carol Deed
Hilary and William Russell
David and Pat Easthope
Diane and Jo Seagon
Claire and Graham Finlay
C.Seaton
Mary and Ian Forster-Lewis
Fred Sheldrick
Lyn Freeman
George and Hilda Sheldrick
David and Elsie Gibson
Susan and Robin Smith
Pauline Hopkins
Alison Speak
Bryan Howe
Peter and Barbara Speak
Arthur and Terry Humphreys
Diana Thomson
Ken and Valerie Joysey
Eunice Twist
John and Sandra Lord
Michael and Lila Walton
John Mawe and Penny Grant
Bill and Shirley Wittering
J.Meade
Pat and Peter Yates
Mike and Judy Murch
Thriplow Parish Council.
Master and Fellows of Peterhouse, University of Cambridge.
We trust that this is a true and accurate record. If any-one’s name has inadvertently
been left off the list please let us know for subsequent correction and addition..
Peter Speak

THRIPLOW’S SCHOOLS

Thriplow School 1906

There is no obvious record of the earliest formal schooling available in Thriplow. There are
records of a schoolmaster, probably the Vicar, in the 17th century and the overseer’s paid the
rent of the school house belonging to Mr Ison in the 18th century. This building was the small
flint building now part of the Vicarage in Church Street. As in so many villages nearby there
was probably a Dame School in the early part of the nineteenth century, and children would
go voluntarily and for a small fee. They would be given a basic education in Reading,
Writing, and Arithmetic, together with an introduction to good manners. It seems possible
that such a school might have been held in the eastern extension of the Dower House in
Lower Street though no proof has yet come to light.

Public, compulsory education began in the second half of the nineteenth century due to
pressures from many quarters on the National Government. In 1863 Henry Perkins Esq, Lord
of the Manor gave a piece of land called ‘Savages’ to the Vicar and churchwardens as a site
for a National School. The school was to be run by a board of Trustees comprising the
Minister and churchwardens. The Managers of the school were to be the Trustees, the Donor
and his male heirs, the Master of Peterhouse, Cambridge and the Master of St John’s College.
To raise funds to build the school the Rev, Thomas Andrews, the vicar, applied to the
‘National Society for Promoting the Education of the Poor in the Principles of the Established
Church’, he received £28. In his application the vicar explained that since 1857 the school
had been held in a cottage in the village but that as it was only 15ft by 12ft it could only
accommodate 45 scholars. He explained that he often had to refuse admission to children

especially ‘when once there was measles in the parish, the school was closed on account of
the impropriety of collecting so many children together in so small a room.’
In 1865 the school was built at a cost of £808-1-9½. And was, as today, an Anglican Church
Aided School

The first Log Book that is available dates from 1875, so the details of early days are hard to
discover, but there were 38 children recorded in the school in October that year. We read:
“October 18th-1875, I took charge of this school today, Mary Haslop”, and “This school
which has been without a mistress since Easter was re-opened under Mary Haslop,
Certificated Mistress of the Second Class, lately in charge of the school in Adelaide, near Ely
on Monday, October 18th. Susannah Kenzie from Fowlmere National School entered upon
her duties as Monitor, at the same time. May God Bless the Work”. The local vicar, Rev.
J.Watkins opened the session with prayers. Additional children seem to have been admitted
at any time and by the 1900s there were over 100 scholars in the School, although absences
were common, no doubt at harvest and other busy times on the land, but records of children
away with colds, influenza, the “itch”, ringworm and other children’s complaints were
common. Sometimes an epidemic caused the school to be shut for a week or more.

The schoolroom which survives and is still in daily use, measured: Length-37feet, Breadth15feet, Height-16.3 feet. It was divided into two, the larger room accommodating 55, and the
smaller room for the Infants 36. There was also a small Cloakroom, and the teacher’s house
within the same building. This house was in use until the 1970s and is now the Staff Room.
The curriculum was essentially the three Rs, plus Geography and History of Britain and the
Empire. Needlework too seems to have had an important role in the vocational teaching.

An important innovation in 1899 was the opening of an ‘Evening School’. In October 1910
there were 24 attending and receiving instruction in Arithmetic, Reading, Writing and
Composition. By this time the buildings had been extended by some five feet to give more
room for a Porch and Cloakroom.

But this was not the only school in Thriplow at the middle of the century. Joseph Ellis, the
principal landowner who lived at the Rectory was a notable Dissenter and had built a
Congregational Chapel in Middle Street in 1832, (it was later used as a Reading Room and
was known as The Jubilee Room, it is now owned by Georgina and Graham Tindall). By
1844 it was being used as a school room but being only 11 ft square and having 50 children it
was obviously too small so he petitioned Parliament for permission to erect a larger school in
Fowlmere Road (where Geoffrey and Mary Axe live, it was demolished in 1972) to use it as

the British School. The new school was spacious being 42 ft by 21 ft and in 1846 had 70
children. It seems to have closed by 1876. So for some 14 years two schools ran side by side.

From about 1910 to the last war there was little material change to the school. The inspectors
noted that a ‘pail system’ had replaced the former pit for the school’s ‘services’, and should
prove more hygienic. The open fires were replaced with a central heating system only after
the war. In the early years of the war a school from London (Hungerford Road) with their
own teachers were evacuated to Thriplow School and occupied the Infants Room, with
Thriplow children in the senior room...
One of the teachers of the evacuees was John Cowan who decided to make Thriplow his
home and bought the house, overlooking the village green, now occupied by Duncan
Brierley. John Cowan and his aunt lived for many years in Thriplow and he became
Treasurer of the PCC. He moved away only on his retirement from Cambridgeshire
Technical College where he taught commercial subjects, notably typing.

Numbers on the school roll fluctuated considerably in the immediate post-war years. At the
end of the summer term 1948 only 19 scholars were recorded, and in the sixties the numbers
were in the low thirties, dangerously low for the school to remain open. John Shaw of
Gowards. Middle Street, was the Chairman of Governors at that time and made
representations to the Department of Education and Science in London that Thriplow School
should not be closed.

The next major building extension was the construction of a new school hall with gymnasium
facilities, new kitchens, small classrooms and cloakrooms in 1974. The hall was large enough
for a highly successful village production of ‘Oliver’ and the school had at last all the modern
amenities to be expected. In the 1990s recruitment became possible of children from
neighbouring villages and an additional temporary classroom was erected near to the
playground. By the end of the century the numbers attending were virtually the same as a
hundred years before; at the end of last term eighty two scholars were reported on the
attendance roll and at the start of this term the handsome new building complementing in
style the first school came into use.

Peter Speak.

THE WEATHER IN 2001
The high rainfall of the last four months of 2000 continued into 2001 with above average
figures for January to April thus giving us a total for that eight month period of 29.2” or
118% of a whole year’s average! The average fall for that eight-month period was 15.6”, so
we had very nearly double the amount of rain we normally get. This showed itself all over the
village from the massive floods in Lady Browne’s woods (and into her house) to the village
green and my own garden. For three months I was unable to walk down either side of the
house without wearing wellingtons.
George Deller and Lewis Stone were pumping water into the ditch in Narrow Lane for some
four months and the District Council had to hire tankers to take water to Royston sewage
works to prevent the drains in School Lane from becoming overloaded and bringing the
village drainage system to a halt. A lot of trees succumbed to the effects of prolonged soaking
in water. Trees in George Deller’s field behind the Rowley’s house found themselves
standing in “liquid” soil and just fell over. Part of our yew hedge died by “drowning”. Trees
in Lady Browne’s woods were standing in water up to 34” deep for over four months and I
estimate that at least 50% of her land was under water. The moats at the Bury and the Manor
were full.
However, the wettest month we have had since June 1997 was October 2001 with 5.5”, 3.3”
of which fell in just over an hour on Sunday 21st. There were drier months though and June
and July, with no more than an inch of rain, would have been a good choice for a holiday;
November and December were also relatively dry.
2001 compared with previous years
2001

Mean 1980-2001

°F

°C

°F

°C

Daytime temperature

58.3

14.6

59.0

15.0

Night time temperature

47.8

8.8

48.1

8.9

Average day/night

53.4

11.7

53.6

11.7

2001

Record 1980-2001

Hottest day

90 (29 June)

32.2

97 (3 .8 90)

36.1

Coldest night

21 (16 & 17
Jan)

-6.1

10 (31.1.87
& 12.12.91)

-12.2

2001

Rainfall

Mean 1982-2001

Inches

Mm

Inches

Mm

30.6

777.2

23.0

584.3

Precipitation
Rainfall was 30.6”, not as much as 2000 but still 33% above average. Rain fell on 135 days
of the year. Most watercourses and ponds in the village did not dry up at all during the
summer mainly because the sub-strata remained full.
Snow and Frost
Snow fell overnight on 19th January but didn’t last and more fell on 27th. The first two days of
February saw more snow with the last snow of pre-Spring days falling on the 21st. We had a
little on 22nd December and some overnight on 30th and this is still lying as a thin cover as the
year ends. We hear a lot about punters betting that it will snow on Christmas Day but do they
really stand much chance of winning in Thriplow? In the 25 years that I have lived here, it
has never snowed on Christmas Day! On the other hand, the temperature has never stayed
below freezing all day. The coldest daytime Christmas Days were 1992 and 1993 at 34°F
though 1992 had the coldest night at 27°F. We had sunny Christmas Days in 1987, 1991 and
1995 and for the last three years. It was decidedly wet in 1985, 1986, 1990 and 1997 and
gales blew in 1990 and 1999. The rest of the Christmases were typical of December being
dull, damp and somewhat miserable.

The last frost of Spring was on 5th of May with the first frost of Winter on 5th November
which was an ideal evening for Guy Fawkes celebrations; the absence of wind allowed the
bonfire smoke to go directly upwards

Daffodil Weekend
Sadly, Daffodil Weekend had to be cancelled because of the outbreak of Foot & Mouth
Disease though I suspect it might have been cancelled anyway because of the impossibility of
parking cars in the sodden fields. However, the weather was amenable that weekend (31st
March and 1st April) with temperatures of 55°F and 66°F, a fair amount of sunshine and no
rain. The advent of Foot & Mouth was a great worry to all of us and our prayers were with
the Dellers. It would not be Thriplow without the sheep!

Notable Events of the Year
A clear sky gave us a good view of an eclipse at 7.50 pm on the 9th of February.

Bill Wittering

GLEANINGS
The Thriplow Landscape Research Group are featured on the BBC History Web
Site, do have a look at it. Click on Local History and you will find several stories
including that of Thriplow! Elizabeth Livingstone of the Landscape Group has also
designed a web site for the Group .www.cambscommunitygroups.org.uk/thriplowlandscape
It is not quite complete yet but is looking good already.
THANKS to Lena Browne and Janet Wynne for giving the Society Aerial photos of
the village. Also to Phillips Mullock of Fowlmere for giving us some lovely drawings
for designs for Fowlmere Church dated 1852. These will deposited with the County
Record Office for safe keeping.
As usual the Society donated a Christmas Tree to the village, I should like to THANK
Betty and Cliff Parker for the gift of the tree, and Bill Wittering and Michael Moule
for cutting it down and erecting it at the Village Hall. We had some trouble with the
lights and Michael spent much time wrestling with the problem, eventually
succeeding in getting the lights to work for Christmas and the New Year.
UK Villages web site has awarded the Thriplow Society £50 from their Community
Chest for the provision of display cases for the smaller items in the Smithy. We are
very grateful to UK Villages and were delighted that Ellie Stonely came to our
January meeting to meet us all. THANK YOU ‘UK VILLAGES’.
Michael and Rose Moule have also identified a picture that turned up behind a print
bought at a village hall sale. The house is Peck’s Half Acre and the people are Mrs
Dick Green nee Grace Pettit and her son Derek Green. The date is approx. 1933. The
picture is in good condition and shows the house before the fire that destroyed the
thatch in 1964.

