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In this special commemorative issue of the Journal we celebrate the new century and the
new Millennium by producing essentially a book of photographs of Thriplow with a
minimum of text. The older pictures come from the Society’s archival collection, some
have been specially taken for recording Thriplow today, and others look forward to
Thriplow in future time.
Only a few are privileged to witness such an end of year change as we all experienced on
January 1st this year; the beginning of a new century and the start of a new Millennium. We
can attempt to recall the village in past centuries from those fragments of documents that
have survived, and from the building and land use legacy visible in the landscape today, but
how can we imagine what Thriplow will be like in another one hundred years, and how will
it look in another one thousand?
We know that people lived here in prehistoric times but the evidence is scanty- the ancient
tumulus near the Church and associated artefacts are recorded, but the tumulus itself was
ploughed many years ago and it exists today only on O.S. maps and aerial photographs. Nor
is there much left of Roman occupation, nor Saxon except for our founder patron Byrhtnoth
(he has re-appeared recently on the Village Green signpost splendidly re-carved by David
Carter, grandson of Harry Carter, the original sculptor). Only when we come to the arrival of
the Normans in the eleventh century do we have documentary sources describing Thriplow,
its inhabitants and their activities. These documents are principally Domesday Book, the
records of the diocese of Ely, Liber Eliensis, the Hundred Rolls of 1279, medieval wills,
and Terriers (surveys of land).
This journal starts by looking back to these records and to our oldest building, the Church of
All Saints, now St. George, which dates from the thirteenth century although an earlier
Christian Foundation almost certainly preceded it. The oldest surviving secular building is
the Tithe Barn in Middle Street and one or two cottages in Church Street, and the surviving
parts of the former Manor Houses. They represent a nucleated settlement based on an
agricultural economy striding the much travelled Icknield Way which brought travellers
from the south and south-west of England to East Anglia. We know that by the beginning
of the nineteenth century an integrated community existed with its own dairies, alehouses,
smiths, carpenters, and shopkeepers, virtually self-sufficient until the advent of public and
private transport changed it all. The second part of the book looks to the future with the
children of the School, the expected survival of agriculture, and the continued prosperity of
a Christian community.
The Society, assisted by the PCC, has sponsored a design for a new stained-glass window
for the north transept of the Church, and this design is shown on the back cover of the
Journal. It depicts the early founders of the Church, Byrhtnoth and Bishop Hugh de
Balsham, amidst our daffodils, the chalk streams and wild orchids. If it meets the approval
of the Diocesan Committees it is hoped that it will be installed in the summer of next year.
Peter Speak and Shirley Wittering, Joint Editors.

DOMESDAY BOOK, Inquisitio Comitatus Cantabrigiensis
In the Hundred of TRIPELAUE men swore: that is Ralph the
reeve of the hundred, William de Caillei, Ralph of Barentona,
Tedbald the man of Hardewin, Stanhard of Hauekestona,
Godric of Fulemere, Aluric of Tripelaue, Sigar the Steward
and all French and English men.
In this Hundred Trippelaue was assessed at 8 eight hides.
T.R.E. and is now. And of these 8 hides the Abbot of Ely holds
five and a half hides. There is land for 8 ploughs here; 3
ploughs and 3 hides are in demesne and there are 5 villein
ploughs.
There are 12 villeins, 5 bordars, 5 serfs, meadow for 1
plough, pasture for the cattle of the vill, 100 sheep, 30 pigs,
pasture to render 2 ploughshares, and 1 horse. In all it is worth
11l and T.R.E. it was woth 12l. this land pertains to the church
of Ely.
In this vill of Trippelaue Hardewin holds 1 hides of the
mensal land by respite under the King until the matter can be
discussed. In this hide there is land for 1 plough which is here
and there are 60 sheep and 17 pigs. It always was and is worth
20 shillings. This land pertains to the church of Ely. Of these 8
hides Hardewin holds 2 acres of the Abbot’s land of which he
has no warrenty not livery but he usurped it in defiance of the
Abbot, as the men of the hundred bear witness.
And of these 8 hides Sigar holds one and half hides from
Geoffrey de Mandeville. There is land for 2 ploughs; 1 is on the
demesne and there is 1 villein plough. There are 4 villeins, 1
serf, pasture for the cattle of the vill, 5 head of cattle, 200
sheep less 20, and 1 horse. In all it is and was worth 40
shillings. The same Sigar held his land and could give and sell it
to whom he would, but his lord retained his soke.
NB For an explanation of some of the terms see Thriplow Journal No 2/3 Spring 1994

