KATHLEEN FLORENCE PETTIT

I was twenty years old when I arrived in Thriplow with
my parents, sister and brother in 1934, my elder brother
stayed in London. My father, Percy Charles, was born
in a village near Peterborough but moved to London
where I was born on 18 December 1913 in Hornsey
opposite the Alexandra Palace; he was the manager of
two hardware stores in High Road, Wood Green. My
Mother did not go out to work, in towns it was not the
recognised thing in those days. We later moved to
Muswell Hill but my parents kept in touch with
relatives in Fowlmere and on one visit discovered that
the Green Man in Thriplow required a new licensee.
My father was offered the job by the Brewers, Phillips
of Royston, and so we took over the pub.
There was no electricity (we had to light nine oil lamps
each night), and no running water (the beer glasses had
to be washed each time in a bowl). My mother nearly
packed up on the spot and returned to London. There
was a large garden that went all the way down to the
cricket meadow where we could grow vegetables and
we remained there for seventeen years. The Tap Room was floored with flagstones and there
was a separate Saloon Bar and a passage leading straight from the front door to a Jug and
Bottle for off-sales. The staircase went straight up from the front door but was changed in
1939 after a big fire. I used to hear strange footsteps running up the stairs and along the
corridor, but never heard them after the stairs were changed.
During the war there were beer shortages and my mother would hide some bottles in my son's
pram for the British troops who came regularly from the airfields. Although we were often
crowded there was never any trouble. Beer was 4 pence per pint for mild ale and 6 pence for
bitter and for a nip of spirits. We served no food; closing time was 10.30 pm during the week
and 10.00 on Sundays. We were obliged to open every day of the year, unless someone had
died.
When I left school in London I was apprenticed to dressmaking at Bourne and Hollingsworth
in Oxford Street and managed to find employment on coming to Thriplow at Madame
Elizabeth in Rose Crescent, Cambridge. I had to cycle in to work each day and cycle home
after the shop closed at 6.00pm. Shortly after I married John Pettit who lived in Thriplow
Heath, in 1935 I started to work as a dressmaker for the village and my husband once
calculated that I had made over 6,000 dresses as well as settee covers, jackets etc. I wish that
I could still do it. John worked at first for Jack Smith at Church Farm and later for Thriplow
Farms. We moved to live in a cottage in Church Street (now number 47) in 1937 and

managed to buy it in 1953 for £110. Over the years I had it modernised and my son Eric did
a terrific amount of the work on the cottage. Although I did not know anyone when I arrived
here I became involved in village life and attended the Church regularly and also joined in
events at the Chapel. I was a member and Secretary of the Women's Institute, one time
secretary of the British Legion's Fete and a long-serving member and secretary of the Village
Hall Committee.
I was responsible for writing, at the request of Mr Vinter, to the Brewery of the old Red Lion
(Wells and Winch) proposing that if the premises be sold the village should have them as a
Hall. I also took over the running of the Saturday night Whist Drives in the Hall for very
many years. We distributed the profits at Christmas time to the pensioners of the village. I
can remember plenty of activity in the place: there were dances at the School, the annual St.
George's Fair on the green in April, parties at the Green Man, and the occasional hop in a
barn behind the Black Horse in Fowlmere. We shopped at Thriplow Stores run by
Mr.Softley but mostly at Jacksons in Fowlmere. They sold everything you could need.
In London I played netball and tennis and did gymnastics and ballet. I really would have
liked to have been a gym instructress and once I had the opportunity to join a group dancing
in Pantomime at the Wood Green Empire, but my parents did not approve of these things. I
cannot sing or paint and I am not at all domesticated, though I do like cooking. Material
things do not bother me.
The village has changed in recent years and I hardly know any of the new folks in the place.
It is a pity that there is no Sunday School and that we do not have our own vicar. There
should be smaller houses to keep the young people here. I do not think the youth of today are
any worse than they have ever been: we only hear more about it through the media.
My father died in 1963 and in 1981 I came to live here to look after my Mother, Mrs
Buckerfield, who died two years ago aged 101. I like living here: Thriplow is a good place to
be.

Mr Buckerfield with soldier outside the Green Man 1943

THE CANAL THAT NEVER WAS

In 1789, a proposal was put forward that the Rivers Stort and Cam should be connected by a
canal. Such a canal would be routed from Bishops Stortford via Elsenham, Henham,
Newport, Audley End, Great Chesterford, Ickleton, Hinxton, Sawston, Stapleford and Great
Shelford into Cambridge. The surveyor was the great John Rennie who had designed the
Kennet & Avon Canal and the Lancaster Canal. His estimated cost for this work and for arms
to Brandon Creek and Burwell was #168,257. A Bill came before Parliament.
There was however much opposition to the scheme. The anti-canal lobby, which included
Cambridge University, the Town of Cambridge, the Conservators of the Cam, the
Corporation of the Bedford Level and millowners, was so strong that the Bill was rejected.
However, a further Bill was introduced in 1812 by Sir George Jackson, Member of
Parliament for Weymouth, Secretary to the Admiralty and financier, and was supported by
the Earl of Hardwicke who lived at Wimpole Hall, by means of which it was proposed not
only to link the Stort with the Cam but also included a branch canal from the proposed
Cam/Stort canal at Great Shelford to link with the already navigable River Ivel at Shefford.
It would have left the Cam/Stort Canal just south of Great Shelford, turn westwards to circle
round to the south of Little Shelford, then follow the south side of the Little Shelford to
Newton Road to the north of the Gregory Wale obelisk and proceed in a southwesterly
direction along the Cam Valley to reach the Ivel near Shefford.
Because it needed 52 locks to reach the Ivel, it was decided on cost grounds to terminate the
Shelford to Shefford Branch at Whaddon for which only 13 locks would be needed. This
compromise was reached presumably to bring it close to Wimpole Hall to retain the support
of the Earl of Hardwicke. Though the Bill received the Royal Assent in 1812, construction of
the canal was not proceeded with. Not only had the estimated cost risen to #870,000 even
with the truncation mentioned, but puffs of smoke from potential railways were already
gathering in the distance and investers were worried over the soundness of the scheme.
Though the Stort continued to carry a considerable amount of traffic, the saga of the London
& Cambridge Junction Canal effectively came to an end when Sir John Rennie (whose father
had surveyed it at the turn of the century) put forward in 1827 a plan for a railway from
London to York via Cambridge and Lincoln. A proposal for a line northwards via Hatfield
and Hitchin followed plus several schemes affecting Hitchin, Royston and Cambridge. In the
vicinity of Newton, one of these latter plans resulted in the construction of the present-day
line only yards from the route of the proposed Whaddon Branch of the canal. The first train
into Cambridge via Royston actually ran on 1 August 1851 though Cambridge had been
reached six years earlier via the Stort/Cam route.
The proposed Stort/Cam canal scheme actually found its way onto Baker's map of
Cambridgeshire, 1824, but apart from some dredging of the Cam with a steam dredger, no
work other than surveying was ever carried out.

Nowadays, what a great local asset it would be to have a canal on the other side of Newton
Hill only two miles from Thriplow with the chance to commute to Cambridge by narrowboat!
This must surely go down in history as one of the great "might-have-beens" of the British
canal world.
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BILL WITTERING

Charles.

TAKING A FORCEFUL LINE

Ley Lines in Thriplow

Do you know that at least six ley lines run through Thriplow? Come to that, do you
know what a ley line is?
In the early years of this century Alfred Watkins, a brewer's representative from Hereford and a
noted amateur photographer with, it seems, a good eye for country, noticed a pattern in the
landscape. He observed that notable ancient landmarks such as churches seemed to lie in straight
lines. Moreover ancient boundary and other stones and archaeological sites were to be found on
these alignments, together with prominent features on the skyline, such as "notches". He also
noticed that these alignments were also marked by the straight lengths of certain ancient tracks
and crossroads.
Watkins dubbed these lines "leys", and they have become ley lines. He believed that they were
ancient trackways. To him prehistoric man, travelling across country long before roads were
established, would take a "bee-line" across country, picking, say, a prominent landmark and
walking straight for it. As a route became established it would be marked with stones or other
artifacts. Some of these would acquire a mystical or holy significance, if only to inhibit people
from moving them. With the coming of Christianity churches were built on the ancient holy
places. Watkins also put forward a theory of how a ley line could be established beyond the line
of sight by a primitive method of surveying.
Watkins first put his ideas into a booklet "Early British Trackways", published in 1922.
However it was his second book "The Old Straight Track", first published in 19251, which really
caught the public imagination. The Old Straight Track Club was promptly founded and
members began to find ley lines all over the country.
Since then ley lines have become mixed up with folklore and mysticism and "parascientific"
interests. They are treated by those of mystical bent as "lines of force", detectable by dowsing,
and some associate them with flying saucers ("UFOs") and other phenomena. Needless to say
they have never been taken seriously by archaeologists and prehistorians.
Watkins apparently visited Cambridgeshire and published in 1932 his "Archaic Tracks around
Cambridge"2. In that book he identified two "alinements", as he called them, which cross
Thriplow, which he numbered 38 and 41 (see diagram, taken from the book). He describes them
as:
38

2 miles of Icknield Way (past Heath Stud Farm) - Short field - road Road Junction - Road through Whittlesford - Thriplow tumulus Goffer's Knoll

41

West Wratting Church - 298 ft Trig point - one mile of present day road Pampisford Church - (Hill Farm) - Road junction Thriplow* Tumulus at Melbourn - Linlow Hill with tumulus, 220 ft

*At the top of Middle Street
A more detailed survey of ley lines is found in "The Ley Hunter's Companion" by Paul
Devereux and Ian Thomson3. This will introduce you to "geomancy", described as:
...the ancient art of divining centres of energy on the Earth's surface, and the
artificial modification of the terrain to express their geometric relationships with
other centres4.
Indeed there is an Institute of Geomantic Research, based in Bar Hill, run by Nigel Pennick, a
prolific writer on the subject.
"The Ley Hunter's Companion" describes a ley line which is said to run from Fowlmere Church,
along the northern edge of the Fowlmere Road - claimed to be the ancient Ashwell Street through Thriplow Church, across to Whittlesford Churchyard and on to St Peter's Babraham, a
narrow section of the Fleam Dyke regarded as significant, St Mary's, Westley Waterless and a
feature described as a "moat" some distance on. Two other features are considered worthy of
mention. One is the fact that our pub is called "The Green Man" and the other the fact that on
Whittlesford Church tower there is a "sheela-na-gig", described as a type of "obscene" archaic
sculpture believed to refer to the Earth Goddess.
This ley line is also mentioned in Shirley Toulson's book "East Anglia - walking the Ancient
Tracks"5. This book also describes the "Nuthampstead Zodiac". The pattern of the countryside
around there is said to represent the signs of the Zodiac. But this isn't all! By some calculations
Thriplow lies on "the Great Alignment" or the "St Michael Line"6, a ley line to beat all ley lines!
It is said to run all the way from St Michael's Mount to the East Anglian coast, taking in
Glastonbury Tor, Avebury, Royston Cave and Bury St Edmunds, amongst other places, on the
way. It was the subject of "The Sun and the Serpent" by Hamish Miller and Paul Broadbent7 and
featured in a television programme. The authors dowsed their way along the line, sometimes in a
moving car. They clearly enjoyed themselves, as on at least one occasion the line of force
happened to go through a pub about lunchtime!
Do ley lines exist? If so, what do they signify? It is impossible to say. The evidence for one must
depend upon the number and choice of points regarded as significant and the amount of leeway
given, i.e. how much a point may lie off the line. By definition any two points can be connected
by a straight line. Watkins took the view that five points had to be in alignment for a ley line to
be established.
Watkins's theory seems more sound than those which have been put forward since. Much of the
"St Michael Line" roughly coincides with the ancient long distance route now known in part as
the Ridgeway and the remainder as the Icknield Way.

There was clearly an element of geomanticism in former times, as witness the care with which
churches are aligned. The Chinese were sensitive to the natural forces which they believed
fashioned the landscape which they were careful not to disturb.
And from the Fowlmere Road the sun does rise over Thriplow Church on May Day and set over
Fowlmere Church at Halloween...
1. Reprinted several times since. There is an Abacus paperback edition published by Sphere
Books which may well be still in print.
2. Copies are held in the County Record Office in Shire Hall and in the Cambridge Collection
at the Central Library.
3. London, Thames & Hudson, 1979, copy in Central Library.
4. Pennick, Nigel "Geomancy" (Cambridge, Cokaygne Publishing, 1973)
5. London, Whittet Books, 1988
6. See Michell, John "The View over Atlantis" (London, Sphere Books, 1969). All high points
on the line are connected with St Michael and the lower points tend to be connected with St
George.
7. Launceston, Pendragon Press, 1979
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GLEANINGS
From the Cambridge Chronicle:
May 15th 1841
Death: On the 29th ult. at Triplow, in this county, aged 68. Mr Thomas Prime, Miller and farmer.
October 29th 1842
Prize Fight - This neighbourhood was disgraced on Tuesday by one of those brutal exhibitions called
Prize Fights, which took place on Triplow Heath, between a fellow who was reported to have been
killed last year, Bungaree, and a black man called Sambo Sutton. The fight lasted an hour and ten
minutes, in which time 70 rounds were fought; and at the termination Bungaree was declared the
victor.
More about the MILL
In the last quarter of the 12th century the first documentary references begin to appear to
wind-driven mills; one at Bury St Edmunds in 1191, two at South Cave in the East riding of
Yorkshire in 1185, and one at Swineshead in Lincolnshire, dated between 1163 and 1181,(1). The
authenticity of the windmill mentioned in the Croyland Chronicle dated 833 is doubted by
experts.(2).
Bishop Neil of Ely who died in 1169 granted a mill at Thriplow to the Abbey of Chatteris. In 1254
the nuns regranted the mill to Ely in return for a pension of 16s,(3). In the Hundred Rolls,(a survey
made in 1279 for tax purposes) Thriplow is mentioned as having a wind-mill, 'molendin' venticui,'
belonging to the Bishop of Ely. It seems likely, therefore, that the windmill at Thriplow is one of the
earliest mentioned in the country.

1. Medieval England, An Aerial Survey, by M.W.Beresford and J.K.St Joseph.
2. The English Windmill, by Rex Wailes.
3. Victoria County History - Cambridgeshire.

