
 



 



 



 

TRIPLOW’S POST OFFICE AND ITS POSTMASTERS – II 

 

 

Post Office in 1930s 

 

As stated in the last Journal, the directory for 1847 says that ‘letters are received by foot 

person from Royston’. This statement remained largely unchanged (i.e. ‘letters through 

Royston’) until the 1937 directory and to this day, our letters still come through Royston.    

 

 Apart from changes of sub-postmaster, the only major change over the years has been that 

mail is no longer brought here to be sorted and delivered but is delivered by the postmen who 

come by van from a new delivery office in Grantham Close, Royston. When I came to the 

village in 1977, the local postman (paid for by the sub-postmaster) was a student who lived in 

The Hidden Cottage in Lower Street. But I think that Valerie Fisher, his successor, can claim 

to be Thriplow’s last indigenous post person! 

 

  In 1876, it was recorded that mail arrived in the village at 8.30 am; so by what time was it 

delivered? By 1883, we were having two deliveries a day with mail being received at 7.45 am 

and 2.10 pm. The first post became earlier in 1896 arriving at 6.50 am, then 6.45 am in 1898, 

but by 1916 it had slipped back to 7.0 am. Was this due to the war? No times were given in 

the directories after that. Remember that these are the times of arrival in the village; the 

letters still had to be sorted before they could be delivered.    In 1876, letters were dispatched 

at 5.15 pm on weekdays and 10.40 am on Sundays. This suggests that we must have had a 

pillar box even before we had a post office! Where was it? This surmise is confirmed in 1883 

when Kelly’s says ‘WALL BOX cleared at 5.45 pm; Sundays at 10.20 am.’ By 1892 the box 



was cleared twice on weekdays, at 10.15 am and 5.15 pm; Sundays at 10.10 am. By 1896, 

these collections had ‘latened’ to 10.15 am and 7.05 pm with 7.05 pm on Sundays. This 

situation certainly existed until 1916. Such luxury! 

 

  From 1864, the directories tell the reader that Melbourn was the nearest Money Order 

Office. In 1888 however, the directory tells the people of Foulmire that Thriplow is their 

nearest Money Order Office and that there was a Telegraph Office at Shepreth Station. 

Thriplow was also told that the nearest Telegraph Office was at Shepreth Station but by 1892 

this information had been changed to Harston. Thriplow became a Money Order Office and 

Savings Bank when its Post Office opened in 1883; to this was added Annuity and Insurance 

Office in 1892, Telegraph Office in 1896 and Telegraph Money Orders and Express Delivery 

in 1898. 

 

  Thriplow did not get its Telegraph Office without difficulty as the Magazine for June 1884 

shows: 

 

    “An effort has been made to obtain a Telegraph Office in the Village, but unless an 

arrangement can be made whereby a wire can be connected with the wires on the Cambridge 

and Foulmire Road, we fear the expenditure of bringing it to us will be too great. 

 

    The following letter has been received from the General Post Office on the subject:- 

    ‘Sir, 

           With reference to your letter of the 11
th

 December last, I am desired to  

inform you that the question of extending telegraphic Communication to Thriplow has 

received his careful consideration, but as it is estimated that the revenue from Telegraph 

business would not pay the working expenses of an office at that place, he regrets that he is 

precluded by Treasury regulations from recommending an office to their Lordships except 

under guarantee. 

           The annual sum to be guaranteed for seven years and insure the Post Office against 

loss of revenue from a Telegraph office at Thriplow would be £47. 

                                                                      Your obedient servant, 

                                                                               J C LAMB’” 

 



However, Thriplow did become a Telegraph Office eventually and John Softly must have 

been very proud of this achievement for he had a board made which he fixed to the Post 

Office at bedroom window level reading, simply, TELEGRAPH OFFICE. This board 

disappeared during the ownership of Mrs Smith and a piece of village history went with it. 

 

  When John Softly died in 1943, the shop was taken over by the Co-op with successive 

managers George Sanford, brother-in-law of Rose Moule, and George Howes whose 

daughter Wendy looked after the Post Office side and, later, worked in Royston Post Office. 

The Co-op sold to Mr Burdett who in turn sold to Sid Burton. Sid built the chalet bungalow 

in the yard to the rear of the shop where he and his wife lived when he retired.  When Sid 

retired, the shop came into the hands of Ray Hill and his mother. Ray was a member of the 

Thriplow Amateur Dramatic Society. When his mother died, he sold the shop to become a 

nurse in Bedford General Hospital. Next was John Rhys Jones who married Pam Shardon, 

cook at The Bury; they sold to Doreen Smith and her husband and went to live in Ashdon. 

Doreen Smith was murdered in 1988 by a thief who shot her at point blank range to secure a 

few pounds. He is presumably in prison to this day. Mrs Smith left money to the village 

which was spent on a seat for the cricket field and a music centre for the village hall. Mrs 

Smith carried out a lot of work on renovating the shop and had the old Victorian pillar box 

removed but it was retrieved by the Parish Council and is now in the care of Thriplow 

Society. Carole Smith looked after the shop for a while till Brenda and Tony Harvey took 

over managing it together with Mrs Harvey’s parents. A Planning Application was put in to 

convert the shop into a house but it was rescued by Hugh Byrne who ran it with the aid of 

two lovely ladies named Cannie and Daphne. Now it is leased to our present shopkeeper,  

Chris Hindley. 

 

With the GPO having been divided some years ago into three parts ready for privatisation, the 

delivery of letters today is the responsibility of Royal Mail Ltd; letters come by van from 

Royston and are delivered by a team of three well-known postmen. Parcels are delivered 

from Welwyn Garden City by Parcelforce Ltd and the sub Post Office is looked after by Post 

Office Counters Ltd. First Class letters go to Cambridge to be sorted on brand new equipment 

(1998) which can read the most deplorable handwriting, while second class letters are sorted 

in Peterborough having been postmarked ‘Cambridge’ in Royston! In these days of 

automation, Post Codes are an essential part of the system and our SG8 code indicates our 

connection with Royston which is in the Stevenage delivery area.  Some South Cambs. 

villages (lead by Melbourn) have for ten years or so been trying to get the code changed to 

CB with delivery from Cambridge but our Parish Council takes the view that it would be 

foolish to interfere with a system that gives the village a good service. In any case, it has 

stood the test of time ever since the post first came on foot from Royston more than a century 

ago! 

   Bill Wittering 



 

  

 



 

THRIPLOW’S STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 

 

IN 1742 William Cole Rector of Milton and keen local historian visited Thriplow. He 

recorded in his notebook of which he bequeathed over 100 to the British Museum, all the 

furnishings and memorials within the church.  He also described the stained glass windows. 

Here is his description; the words in brackets are mine. 

‘in the first north window of the Nave are three large figures, one of which is St Catherine, 

the which is entire and very well executed: (This is probably why Geoffrey Vinter chose this 

saint on his own memorial window). In the second north window is a picture of St John, with 

Ecce Agnus Dei (behold the Lamb of God) over his head and Stus. Johes  (Saint John) at his 

feet: in another partition of the same window are the figures of B.Virgin and under her Sta 

Maria (Sancta Maria), with St.Michael, all over winged and holding a pair of Scales in his 

Hand, standing by her; under him Stus. Michael,  in one of the Scales which outweighs the 

other is a Child, done I suppose for our Saviour, in the other a Devil. What the particular 

story alludes to I can’t say, if there is any thing more in it than the common story of St. 

Michael standing with God against Lucifer and the Angels who sided with him, and so here 

he may be supposed to weigh the two causes together and finding the Devil’s the lightest, 

resolved to withstand him. I have read several of the Legends relating to St.Michael and can 

make nothing further of it. However one of them Father Alfonso Vigliego in his Los 

Sanctorum translated out of the Spanish into Italian gives this account of his being painted 

with a pair of scales viz. That after St Michael was returned victorious over Lucifer, God kept 

his promise that he had made to him, of making him noble, of giving him honourable office, 

and of making him perfect in Justice, which is demonstrated by the Sword and a pair of 

Scales in his hands with which he is always painted. In the third partition of this same 



window are the remains of a Figure of St.George with Stus George  under it. In the lowest 

South Window is the Picture of a Christening, being a Priest holding a Child over a Font, and 

this Inscription over his head, Ego baptizobe in nom   (I baptise you in the name) – several 

persons attending the ceremony. Between this and the Last window on the North side in the 

middle of the Isle stands the stone Font.   

A suggestion has been made that a stained glass window would be a fitting and lasting 

celebration of the Millennium and who better to depict in this window than Brythnoth, the 

Saxon Lord who owned Thriplow in the 10
th

 century. There are several reasons why he 

would be the most suitable subject for this window. 

1. He was a Christian and probably built the first church. The first churches were built 

by the aristocracy, they were instructed in an edict from Pope Gregory in the 8
th

 century to 

build their churches over pagan sites and the tumulus of Trippa would certainly be seen as a 

holy site in pagan times. 

2. Brythnoth was killed in the Battle of Maldon in 991 (see Thriplow Journal Spring 

1994) fighting the pagan Danes. In his will he left many of his estates including Trippeslawe 

to the Abbot of Ely .This places the date of the building of the first church in Thriplow to 

some time before the year 991, and therefore makes the church approx one thousand years 

old, celebrating its own millennium in fact.  

3. He was buried in Ely Cathedral and his tomb can still be seen there. He was the 

epitome of Christian Chivalry and Generosity and an example to us all. 

4. The design on the Village Sign would make a good window as it is simple and 

suitable for converting to a stained glass medium. 

Shirley Wittering 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 


