
Copy for Thriplow Journal : vol.4.3. Spring 1996. 

 EDITORIAL 

 

     Daffodil Weekend has once again been a great success even without the daffodils! This is 

always an anxious period for Thriplow folk as they survey gardens and hedge rows for the 

first burst of yellow. Each year the flowers are never' just right'; they appear too soon or too 

early, and yet each year the crowds come and support our festival. It has been another record 

with takings, at the time of writing, of some £24,000. Congratulations must be given to the 

Secretary of Daffodil Weekend and his Committee for their splendid organisation.  We are 

lucky to have an 'Open Village' weekend so early in the year. We steal a march on 

neighbouring villages by having virtually no competition at a time of year when visitors 

welcome their first trip out into the countryside. The Society, as usual, mounted an 

exhibition, in the Dovecote at the Bury and displayed its collections of maps and 

photographs, and old domestic and farming machinery.   

 

The garden at the Village Hall is undergoing a transformation. With the aid of a grant from 

Rural Action in the Environment and the gift of soil brought to us from Whittlesford by Mark 

Deller, a planned 'wild garden' is being created with new trees, shrubs, bulbs, grasses and 

flowers set within and against a bank. The Parish Council has had a new fence erected and 

we should look forward to another attractive corner to the village. 

 

Most of you will have seen the restored Village Smithy. George Sheldrick under the 

guidance of David Easthope and the Parish Council has repaired the walls with traditional 

materials, replaced missing pantiles on the roof, replastered the internal walls, and has given 

the outside a new  coat of limewash. 

 

Since our last Journal we have had a successful Edwardian Evening, an enjoyable Carol 

Concert and a fascinating journey through time with Sue Oosterhuizen, of which more later. 

Our next meeting is the A.G.M. on Monday April 22nd when Tom Doig will be giving us an 

illustrated talk on 'Women in the Early 1800's'; England was awaiting the invasion of 

Napoleon's army; there was rampant unemployment and harvest failure; one could be 

transported for life for the simplest of crimes; what could women do to alleviate their 

families fear and hunger? Come on 22nd April and find out. 

 

We are pleased to report that the Minute Books of the Parish Council have at last been found, 

copied, and the originals placed in the Record Office at Shire Hall. Our thanks are offered to 

Eva Hall for a number of items for the Society's Collection from Anno Domini cottage which 

was for so long the home of her uncle the late George Fuller.  

 

 Peter Speak and Shirley Wittering.     Joint Editors.  

 

 



 

 DATING THE BELLS 

It is common knowledge that trees exhibit annual growth rings, so that the age of the tree can 

be determined by counting the rings. This simple principle has been used to date, not only 

trees recently felled, but also timbers taken from ancient buildings. Counting the rings is not 

as easy as it at first seems as very often the rings are close together and difficult to distinguish 

one from another. However with the aid of a travelling microscope (one that can be moved 

across a section of the tree) the ring count can be calculated.  

The width of each ring represents the weather conditions of that year, sometimes thick when 

the temperatures and rainfall favour growth, and at other times thin reflecting a poor growth 

year. Thus by looking at the 'tree growth signature' it is possible to correlate the pattern of 

rings with other information about the changing climate of the region where the tree grew. 

Sufficient information is now available to date these climatic events in East Anglia from the 

seventeenth century, although in Northern Ireland the oak chronology reaches back to 5289 

B.C. and the Bristlecone Pine sequence in Arizona to 16008 B.C. This science of dating by 

tree rings is called dendro-chronology. 

In a living tree the section can be made by taking a coring to the tree's centre from the bark, 

but in a tree long since dead and now used in a timber construction the outermost rings of the 

former sapwood are usually missing, either cut away by the carpenter, or crumbled away over 

the centuries. 

The Society has been fortunate in recruiting the services of Tony Carter of Whittlesford to 

analyse the oak headstocks which were removed recently from the Church when the 

bellframes were renewed. These are quite massive pieces of timber used to carry the heavy 

weight of the swinging bells. In all cases there was no sapwood present thus there should be 

some 12 to 15 years added to the figures set out below. Tony, whose work is carried out at 

the Godwin Laboratory of Quaternary Research in the University of Cambridge, is a leading 

authority on the subject in Britain.  

He spent an afternoon at the Smithy where the headstocks are now housed and with the help 

of John Augar's electricity took a core of timber from each of four headstocks, mounted each 

one in a wooden holder, and bisected it to reveal the rings. The sections were then polished to 

elucidate the ring widths, counted by means of microscopic examination, and the information 

fed into a computer programme to show the climatic pattern and hence the dates of the 

timbers. He has given the dates set out in the table below. Three of the dates are 'good' and 

reliable, a fourth seems to be 'rogue' and should not be accepted without confirmation by 

repeating the exercise with another section from the same headstock. We are indebted to him 

for giving his time for our historical research. He has lectured to the Society on climate 

change in East Anglia and readers may remember that his father carved the village sign on 

the green. 



The dates show that the timbers (hence the bells), are of some antiquity. Remember that these 

indicate the earliest dates for the headstocks : obviously the bells could have been hung later 

than this as the timber might have been re-used from some earlier construction, or have been 

in the carpenter's yard for years before being used for this purpose. The earliest documentary 

references to the bells of Thriplow Church are in the wills of 1499 and 1502 (see Thriplow 

Journal, article : "Ringing the Changes", summer 1995). The date inscribed on the five bells 

recently re-hung is 1743. Obviously an older set once existed.     

 DATING THE HEADSTOCKS 

 No.1   1544-1677  a very reliable chronology 

 No.2   1491-1537  a 'good' date 

 No.3   1618-1683  a reliable chronology  

 No.4   1486-1562 

         or 1378-1458  confirmation needed by further coring. 

These polished cores showing the tree rings were on show and available for inspection at the 
Society's Exhibition in the Smithy during Daffodil Weekend. 

   Peter .Speak 

 



 NEW BELLS RINGING 
 
Into snow we carefully step, 
Fearful lest our toes we wet, 
But frost has hardened every fret, 
New Bells Ringing! 
 
The cold clear air of winter night, 
Folds us in his shadows tight, 
His cloak a net of spangles bright, 
New Bells Ringing! 
 
Across the fields sounds soft and low, 
Louder as we onward go, 
Crunching through the frozen snow, 
New Bells Ringing! 
 
On hedge and tree and everywhere 
Ten million dancing diamonds there, 
With some to catch and some to spare, 
New Bells Ringing! 
 
Cambridge Minors all aglow, 
Puncture through the frost and snow, 
Drive through frets and bounce below, 
New Bells Ringing! 
 
At last we make the wicket gate, 
Thankful now we're not too late, 
While midnight Christmas angels wait, 
New Bells Ringing! 
 
The tower has found its voice at last, 
Now the doubters cannot pass, 
Give them all a right Royal blast! 
New Bells Ringing! 
                          Graham K.A. Walker 1996 
 
Maureen Leach's brother-in-law, was inspired to write this poem when he heard the new bells 
being rung at Christmas. We are grateful to him for giving it to us for inclusion in the 
Journal. The Editors. 



 



Listed Buildings, a brief overview. 

 

The finest historic buildings in Great Britain are “listed” as being of Special Architectural or 

Historal Interest.  They range from buildings of the most outstanding quality such as 

Blenheim Palace to humble rural cottages listed for their value as a group with other 

buildings.  I have been closely involved with the restoration of many listed buildings ranging 

from Winmpole Hall in Cambridgeshire to small rural cottages and the purpose of this short 

article is to explain in straightforward terms what listing means and how the law applies to 

owners of listed buildings.  A previous article dealt with Conservation Areas and this article 

is a companion to that article. 

 

The “listing” of buildings was introduced, like so much of the considerable opus of 

environmental law, in the great Town and Country Planning Act of 1947.  The Town and 

Country Planning Acts of 1968 and 1971 laid the foundations for the present laws relating to 

listed buildings which now, for the first time, have their own comprehensive Act; The Listed 

Buildings Act 1990. A start was made in surveying historic buildings in 1947 and continued 

to 1969 and some 120,000 buildings were listed during that period. A national re-listing 

commenced in 1970 and there are currently 450,000 listed buildings in England and Wales. 

In  a memorandum to the House of Commons Environment Committee in 1986 evidence was 

presented about the criteria for listing, particularly of buildings of the period post 1750 and 

Hansard reports the influence of “......public tastes reflected a growing awareness of the value 

of Victorian and early twentieth century buildings and an appreciation of the contribution 

which individual buildings might make when sited attractively together.” The current criteria 

for listing are as follows: 

1.  All buildings dating from before 1700 which survive in anything like their original 

condition. 

2.  Most buildings of 1700 to 1840 are listed though selection is necessary. 

3.  Between 1840 and 1914 only buildings of definite quality and character are listed to 

include the principal works of the great architects. 

4.  Between 1914 and 1939 only buildings of high quality are listed. 

5.  After 1939 only a few outstanding buildings are selected. 

Buildings which are listed fall into three main grades: Grade I, outstanding buildings such as 

Kings College Chapel, Wimpole Hall, Burleigh House and Audley End House; Grade 2*, 

which are buildings of lesser quality but still of importance, often incorporating particularly 

fine internal features such as staircases, doors or stucco ceilings. The majority of listed 

buildings fall within Grade 2, examples in Thriplow are Bacon`s Manor Farm and Barenton`s 

Manor. Ecclesiastical buildings in use are covered by an alternative categorisation, Grade A 



or B, and, in the case of Buildings of the Church of England, are the subject of a  special legal 

regime under the Pastoral Measure.  

If a building is included in the List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest it 

is a criminal offence to demolish, to alter or extend the building in any way “which would 

affect its character as a building of special architectural or historic interest” without obtaining 

a permission from the local planning authority called “Listed Building Consent”. A common 

misconception about the scope of listed building law is that only the exterior of the building 

or those features actually described in the list description are covered by the requirements to 

abtain Listed Building Consent. In fact, all internal features, arrangements of rooms etc. are 

included within the scope of listed building control. Also, under what are termed “the 

curtilage provisions” all projects, structures and other artifacts either attached to the listed 

building or falling within the curlilage of the building are also protected. 

The law provides very wide discretion to local planning authorities to decide what works 

would affect the character of the building. Thus the usual rule is to seek to retain all historic 

fabric and if this is not possible because of decay then new work should be executed to match 

in terms of design, techniques and materials. I have known cases where extensive works of 

internal alteration involving subdivision of existing rooms, formation of new bathrooms, 

alterations to windows etc. are undertaken without obtaining listed building consent. But 

beware, such illegal alterations constitute a serious criminal offence and put the owner of the 

building at risk of imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months and or a fine of up to 

£20,000 on summary conviction, or, on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 

2 years and an unlimited fine! 

Thus the rule is always obtain expert advice from a solicitor, a chartered town planner or the 

local council before starting work. The law on listed buildings is complex and wide ranging 

and it simply is not worth infringing the law as the results can be dire and ignorance of the 

law is no defence in criminal prosecutions. 

                                                                                          James A Quinlan. 

 

James Quinlan is a Chartered Town Planner with 23 years experience in local government 

and private practice.  

 

 

 

 

 

 







 

 







 

 



 



 

The Red Lion   1940s 

 

 

 

 

 



 


