
 EDITORIAL 
 
 "An interest in natural things is the secret of a happy life". 
                                            Miriam Rothschild. 
 
We are approaching the end of our third year, and perhaps it is a good time to take stock of how 
successful we have been in fulfilling the aims of the Society. They are: 'To promote interest in local 
history, the local environment and the conservation of the Thriplow region, and to promote the 
formation of a Thriplow collection'. The Thriplow Collection has been most successful with 
information, photographs and artifacts being given to us all the time. The local history talks and 
outings have been well supported but when it comes to caring for the environment and to protecting 
the rural nature of our village there is still room for vigilance. Thriplow not only has an acknowledged 
micro-climate but also has a varied and diverse habitat. The older villagers tell of gathering armfuls of 
wild flowers for Mothering Sunday or for Nature Study at school, but the last Ladies Smock has 
bloomed in the wetter areas in the centre of our Village and no longer do the Dog Daisies blow in the 
wind of the dry uplands of God's Acre. White Violets were once a feature of this village flowering 
along all the footpaths and in the hedge-bottoms, and now in the least wooded county in England, one 
little piece of ground shaded by trees and unchanged since the Red Lion burnt down in 1942, and 
which at this moment is thick with Purple Violets, Primroses, Cowslips and seeding Snowdrops, is to 
be covered with soil and sown with lawn grass and mowed to resemble a smooth suburban park, so 
the Parish Council has decided. Should it not be our aim to preserve Thriplow's identity as a village 
and conserve its unique character and not to order it as though it was an estate on the outskirts of 
London? It is instructive to note that in this age of high mobility there is now, more than ever before, 
an interest in the past. The County Record Office in Cambridge is full every day with people tracing 
their ancestors, and  Family History Societies abound to help people find roots and a sense of stability. 
We hope that the Thriplow Society has been a unifying force in the village, appealing to all; its 
mixture of historical lectures, social events and field outings help us to feel we belong to Thriplow. It 
must remain the Societies' aim to continue to put the welfare of this ancient and attractive village and 
the community that lives in it first, to investigate its past, to record its continual changes and to be 
vigilant for the future. 
Our next meeting is the A.G.M. on Monday April 24th. at 8.0pm when Bill Wittering will be talking 
on the History of Bottles. If you have any old bottles you have dug up in your garden do bring them 
along. 
V.E.DAY EXHIBITION: The Thriplow Society is mounting an exhibition as part of the village 
celebrations for V.E.Day, from Thursday May 4th to Monday May 9th 1995. If you have any 
photographs, uniforms or other memorabilia that we could borrow we would be most grateful. Any 
member of the Committee would be pleased to receive them. 
Our thanks also go to Jim Rowley for obtaining a set of display boards to use for this and subsequent 
exhibitions. They were put to good use at Daffodil Weekend, when they were used to display a series 
of maps of Thriplow, from the earliest draft survey made by the Ordnance Survey in 1799 to the 
Enclosure map made in 1840. The Thriplow Society's Exhibition in the Dove Cote at the Bury proved 
to be a great success, much interest being shown by visitors in the photographs of our activities and in 
the many records and articles displayed.  
 
 
Peter Speak and Shirley Wittering, Joint Editors. 

 

 



 

 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


